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We would like to send a special thanks to Lydia 
Morrongiello for the beautiful angel candlesticks in St. 
Ann?s Chapel. Her thoughtfulness has added a special 
beauty in our worship space. 

Thank you,

St. Thomas Altar Guild

By Audet te Fulbright  Fulson

Did you rise this morning,
broken and hung over
with weariness and pain
and rage tattered from waving too long in a brutal wind?
Get up, child.
Pull your bones upright
gather your skin and muscle into a patch of sun.
Draw breath deep into your lungs;
you will need it
for another day calls to you.
I know you ache.
I know you wish the work were done
and you
with everyone you have ever loved
were on a distant shore
safe, and unafraid.
But remember this,
tired as you are:
you are not alone.
Here
and here
and here also
there are others weeping
and rising
and gathering their courage.
You belong to them
and they to you
and together,
we will break through
and bend the arc of justice
all the way down
into our lives.

Prayer for the Morning





By Scot t  Bates, Senior Warden 

No offense to our friends from Kansas but driving 
across the Sunflower State is not a journey for the 
faint of heart. It?s a loooooong trip, at least for us: 
Melissa?s Kansas family is mainly in Lawrence, which 
is on the far eastern shore of the state. The road is 
straight and the view is unchanging wheat upon 
wheat upon wheat. 

There?s a point in the journey, about ten miles east 
of Topeka, when things start to change. More hills. 
More curves in the road. More colors outside the 
window and we know we?re almost there. 

Just l ike that - we know that we are ?almost there? 
in our long journey as St. Thomas, too. 

Your Vestry retreated on the weekend of July 14th 
to discuss our future as a parish. During our time 
together, we discussed the priorit ies that you set 
during the holy conversations held during the search 
process last year. These priorit ies include more 

young families at St. Thomas, steady f inances and 
better communication among ourselves and with our 
neighbors. These are big goals but are no match for 
the big ideas and big hearts of St. Thomas. 

With our new Rector fully on board, we all felt that 
the time for us to definit ively move forward on these 
priorit ies is now. You?ll be seeing and hearing about 
our specif ic steps soon. We know that we can?t do it 
alone: we will be asking for your help as we step 
toward our future and hope you?ll support the work 
with your time, ideas, energy and gif ts. But that?s 
what we do: we are St. Thomas, after all! 

So ? like the drive through Colorado?s neighbor to 
the east, we?ve endured a loooooong trip through 
transition together. We?ve driven past that now. I 
look forward to the hil ls, curves and colors that we 
will enjoy as we grow and learn together! 

Af ter A Long Journey, We Are Almost  There! 





By Mike Earnest  

Sometimes a moment pierces me.  Vicki and I were 
quietly sitt ing on the bench by Duck Lake in City 
Park, enjoying the lively cacophony of the hundreds 
of cormorants tending their nests on their island in 
the lake. Two mother ducks, in separate f lotil las, led 
their ducklings in untidy vees behind them, passing 
with gentle quacks near our shore. And then I saw it, 
a dark ?stick? near us moved. Almost fully 
submerged, it moved! A turtle? A snake? What? Only 
twenty feet away. 

Slowly the creature forced itself  higher in the 
water. A tiny, wet head lif ted, turned, and in prof ile I 
saw its beak.  It was a tiny, waterlogged duckling. 
Barely able to stay af loat and struggling to propel 
itself  forward. Like no duck I had ever seen. More 
than ugly ? spectral, ghastly. 

Slowly she put her head back into the water, trying 
to feed in the way of ducks. Then, her head up, her 
body sank, only her tail and head showing as she 
pushed further along the shoreline. Into some rocks 
and shallows and so was able to raise more of her 
body up above the water. She tried weakly to feed 
along the shoreline.  She looked almost totally black, 
completely waterlogged and very determined to eat. 

We watched her for 10 minutes or so.  As the 
duckling resumed trying to swim, sinking deeper 
into the water, one of the mother ducks passed 
nearby, turned and swam right over to her. Her 
ducklings kept their distance. Was this one of her 
brood? 

The mother?s few gentle quacks weren?t answered. 
She paused there for another minute or so, then 
swam back to her babies. They went on, continued 
their feeding. 

The duckling, alone again, slowly paddling along 
the shore, trying to feed, nearly total submerged. 

I wondered ? What is wrong? Has the baby been 
soaked in oil?  Caught in a net that is pulling her 
down?  Has she some deadly duck disease that does 
this to litt le ones? No answer. 

Vicki and I silently, respectfully got up. Time to go. 

We knew of nothing easy or saving to do. 

Later that night I went to sleep thinking of that 
l itt le duck.  I woke up several hours later, and knew I 
had to do something.  Even if  she could not be 
saved, I had to try. Call someone to help. Capture her 
and carry her to a vet. Or what??? 

So this morning I went back to Duck Lake after the 
overnight rains stopped. The cormorants were stil l 
tending their nests, diving and swimming. The 
mother ducks and their broods were swimming in 
formation. Dozens of Canada geese were walking, 
sleeping and feeding throughout the whole area 
along the shoreline. All seemed more quiet, hushed. 
Maybe it was the cooler cloudy day and the effect of 
the just-passed rain.  I searched along the shore 
where Vicki and I had been sitt ing.  Nothing.  I 
moved further along in the direction the duckling 
had been heading. THERE! Right up against a small 
shoreline wall she was, rather her body. Her life ?  
gone. In the clear water she looked normal, color and 
markings.  A young female, I think. No oil or netting. 
No clue of what caused her watery, too-early death. 
So anomalous for a duck! 

Bobbing in the gentle ripples, her body was 
slightly submerged. Her head and neck sinuously 
rocked with the body movements. Strangely her face 
was decorously covered by a single duck breast 
feather, as if  some mother duck, had plucked it from 
her own breast and placed it there. 

I stood quietly by the edge of the water, looking, 
wondering, praying?  A somber, very deep, natural 
reverie. No answers, just loss, some regret (but who 
knows?), and deeply moved. 

I turned and headed back to my car.  An SUV was 
stopped by the geese crossing the road. The driver 
honked the horn, but the geese took their good time. 
They passed; the SUV moved on. On my way home I 
stopped by to observe the nest of a pair of hawks. (I 
had discovered the nest several days before, high in 
a beautiful f ir near the tennis courts ? Karl and Roy, 
you?ve seen it, too.) 

continued next page

A Drowning Duck ling



continued from previous page

One hawk was standing guard on a nearby branch. I 
wondered if  he was guarding the eggs or new 
hatchlings. Was the female in the nest? But I could 
not see into it. I looked up at the clearing sky. The 
sun?s light and warmth comforted me. 

 Some Comments for Context ? 

I have been in a very ref lective mood lately.  Part of 
that comes from my experience of an aging brain and 
body; part, from seeing, all too frequently, family and 
friends who have declined and died. My sharing their 
experience has triggered ref lections of my own path 
ahead. The duckling brought that reality to me in a 
new, very natural way. 

My recent mood also has reconnected me to the 

beauty and power of nature.  As a child in the rural 
South, I played and lived in nearby f ields, forests and 
streams as much as I could. I lost that connection in 
my decades as a busy professional in a big city.  Then 
our St. Thomas theology group began studying 
Grounded ? Finding God in the World by Dianna Butler 
Bass. She describes ?A spiritual revolution? in our 
present world, one in which many are f inding God 
primarily in nature and human community, not in 
traditional church. Her book and our group discussion 
have prompted me to recommit to my relationship 
with nature. 

My thanks to Marjorie Power for her editorial 
suggestions and to Vicki Earnest for sharing the 
experiences with me. 

MPE 

By Linda Alston 

Susan Burton?s unforgettable journey of recovery, 
restoration and redemption is told in her beautiful, 
moving book, ?Becoming Ms. Burton:  From Prison to 
Recovery to Leading the Fight  for Incarcerated 
Women.?  It is a crit ical, must-read for those who 
champion justice and second chances 
everywhere.  This book clearly il lustrates that when 
you take a stand for something you believe in, 
providence aligns with you to reach your goal, 
especially when that goal involves helping others. 
This present day Harriet Tubman will inspire you to, 
?Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.? It will 
quicken you to GO! 

Rev. Justi and a group of us at St. Thomas are 
reading, ?Becoming Ms. Burton.? We will host a 
discussion of the book: 

Date:  Wednesday, September 13, 2017 

Time:  7:00 PM -  9:00 PM 

Place: St. Thomas Episcopal Church (2201 Dexter 
St. Denver, 80207) 

You are cordially invited to read the book and join 
us in a powerful discussion. This might be the f irst of 
an ongoing social justice book discussion. Let Rev. 
Justi know if  you are interested in taking part. 

The 2016 documentary ?13th? provides great 
context for the book; in this thought-provoking f ilm, 
scholars, activists and polit icians analyze the 
criminalization of African Americans and the U.S. 
prison boom. ?13th? is available on Netf lix; the 
trailer can be seen at 
https:/ / youtu.be/V66F3WU2CKk. 

Social  Just ice Book Discussion: ?Becoming Ms. Burton? 

https://www.netflix.com/title/80091741
http://www.apple.com
https://youtu.be/V66F3WU2CKk




By Dennis Higbee

St Thomas is actively involved in supporting an 
Afghan refugee family - the Waziri Family -  through 
the Our New Neighbor Refugee Committee (ONNRC). 
You will read more about the family soon. The 
committee began its involvement a year ago by being 
trained by Lutheran Family Services and began its 
work by raising funds for bus passes and organizing 
drives for resources such as infant supplies and rice 
cookers. 

This article is about St Thomas? commitment to the 
plight of refugees and how can we assist in improving 
their l ives and their integration into America. The 
ONNRC?s direction and guidance comes directly from 
the Episcopal Migration Ministries (EMM), 
episcopalmigrationministries.org, which works 
directly with refugee settlement organizations, other 
non-prof its, governments, educational institutions 
and faith communities around the country.  The 
Committee?s vision is to be informed about the 
issues, advocate for fair treatment concerning 
refugees and migrants and to assist the Waziri Family 
in becoming self-suff icient and independent while 
understanding and participating in the American 
culture. 

Through supporting EMM, the St. Thomas Refugee 
Committee aff irms:  1) We welcome refugees and 
migrants to our community. 2) We educate ourselves 
about refugee and migrant issues. 3) We contact our 
government off icials and voice our concerns about 
the ban on refugees and how il legal immigrants are 
being victimized by the current polit ical climate. 4) 
We voice our concerns and our support for refugees 
through various venues, and 5) We pray! 

There are many ways in which a church member can 
engage with these issues. Here are a few ways: 

1. Familiarize yourself  with the EMM website  
2.  Contact your representative and express 

your support for refugee issues.
3. Support the Waziri family through working 

directly with the father to improve his 
understanding and ability to use the 
computer and job application process. This is 
a developing project and more information 
will be provided next month. 

Please feel free to contact any of the ONNRC 
members with questions and ideas: Virginia Leavitt, 
Kathi Atkins, Jim Hogan, Dennis Higbee, Peg Oldham, 
Angela Pleasants, Joe Taylor 

Loving Our Neighbors

https://lfsrm.org/programs-and-services/refugees/
https://lfsrm.org/programs-and-services/refugees/
https://lfsrm.org/programs-and-services/refugees/
https://episcopalmigrationministries.org/
https://episcopalmigrationministries.org/
https://episcopalmigrationministries.org/
http://episcopalmigrationministries.org
https://episcopalmigrationministries.org/
https://episcopalmigrationministries.org/
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/members/CO


Have you noticed the Upside-Down unglazed clay pots 
with holes on their tops (or bottoms) in several of our 
raised beds ?   These are called OLLAS (pronounced 
OH-YAH (S), one of several pronunciations) and are an 
ancient water-saving irrigation system. 

If  you're interested in learning how to make these for 
your vegetable or f lower garden, you may email me at 
vsmith863@comcast.net, and I will send you the 
instructions our gardeners used or you may do your own 
search online! 

Ginny Smith, St. Thomas Community Garden 
Co-Coordinator 

St. Thomas Community Garden News - August  2017 



 The Reverend Quirino ?QC? 
Cornejo is a former Roman 
Catholic priest received as an 
Episcopal priest for the 
Episcopal Church of Colorado in 

June 2016. He is presently working as a mission 
developer of Latino/Hispanic Ministry for both the 
Episcopal Church of Colorado and the Rocky Mountain 
Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America. 
He shares his hopes for Latino ministry in Colorado 
and his current projects in the High Plains and Front 
Range regions. 

We are working very hard to establish an effective 
Latino Ministry for the whole Episcopal Church in 
Colorado that will involve more clergy and leaders. 
Even though this is stil l in the making and needs f inal 
approval, the main objectives that I envision for this 
Latino Ministry at a diocesan level include: 

1. To identify the congregations located in 
areas with high Latino/Hispanic populations 
and to provide them with detailed 
demographic reports, leadership training, 
training in cross-cultural awareness and 
marketing and advertising resources to help 
these congregations. 

2. To create and make available formation and 
leadership development resources and 
programs to meet the needs of clergy and lay 
leaders currently serving in Latino/Hispanic 
ministries, including the programs with the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and 
other ecumenical partners focused on the 
continuing education and leadership 
development of clergy and lay leaders. 

3. To create and make available resources for 
congregational development and 
redevelopment intended for diocesan staff , 
clergy, and lay leaders who are exploring 
establishing Latino/Hispanic bil ingual, 
multiethnic, and multicultural worship 
ministries in their communities. 

4. To create and make available an intensive 
cultural-competency training program for 
clergy, and lay leaders to gain language and 
cultural skil ls for ministry in bil ingual, 

multiethnic, and multicultural 
Latino/Hispanic communities, including 
collaborations with Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America and other ecumenical 
partners; and provide educational and media 
resources that will be easily accessible. 

5. To conduct an annual evaluation of programs 
and review of the use of resources 

As we develop this broad program, I am very 
privileged and honored to be fully involved in Latino 
Ministry in three dif ferent and unique congregations: 

- The Episcopal Congregation of Intercession 
in Thornton, Colorado, as a partner with 
Priest-in-Charge Kim Gonia in fostering, 
building up, and integrating the Latino 
community presence for the sake of building 
up the whole community of Intercession as it 
l ives into its identity of becoming a 
congregation of two languages and two 
cultures in the one body of Christ. 

- The forming-in-process congregation of the 
?Latino Ministry in West Denver,? formally 
known as ?Iglesia Luterana Cristo Rey.? Here 
we are developing a Pastoral Mission Center 
for the largely Latino/Hispanic Population in 
order to establish the basis for a future 
Latino congregation with the great hope that 
it will be self-suff icient in the very near 
future. We are identifying potential leaders 
and empowering them with appropriate 
delegation of responsibil it ies, which enables 
them to take ownership of their faith, and 
becoming active members in the ministry 
and service to the church and the world 
responsibil it ies of their neighborhood. 

continued next page

 Developing Joint  Lat ino/Hispanic Minist ry for the Episcopal  
Church of  Colorado and the Rocky Mountain Synod ELCA 



EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN AUGUST
6 ? Loaves & Fishes Sunday 

12 ? Men?s Group Breakfast at the Bogey?s on the Park at 
8:00 am 

20 ? Worship in the Park & Picnic at 9:00 am 

21 ? Vestry Meeting at 6:30 pm 

23 ? Bold Living Deadline for September issue 

 

Weekly: 

Morning Eucharist ? Tuesdays at 9:15 am 

Theology Class ? Tuesdays at 10:00 am 

A.A. ? Tuesdays at 6:00 pm 

Morning Prayer ? Wednesdays at 7:00 am 

Al Anon ? Fridays at noon 

Sunday Service ? 9:00 am 

August  
Bir t hdays  

2 ? Marti Smith 

13 ? Joe Taylor 

17 ? John Ahlenius 

20 ? Stephen Hubka; Molly 
McDermott 

21 ? A?shanti Harris 

22 ? Scott Bates, Joy Bland, Barbara 
Harrison 

23 ? Julie Overland 

28 ? Olivia DeCecco; Ed Schmidt; 
Leslie Stewart 

     anniver sar ies
7 ? Michael & Kristi Caston; Jim & 
Tana Knopf 

16 ? Dennis & Merrily Leonetti

17 ? Rafael & Alison Atayde 

19 ? David Wilhelm & Jean Emery 

22 ? Nathalie & Tory Moir 

25 ? John & Diane Pritchard 

27 ? Charles & Laurel Sparks 

Cherie Clark will be directing her Unpteenth St. 
Thomas production! Spoon River Anthology will 
be produced in late October or early November. 
We will needs actors, singers, guitar player(s), 
crew, and assistant director. Talk to Cherie if  
you are interested!

Theatre Returns to St . Thomas - We Need You!

continued from previous page

- The inside-congregation NUEVA VIDA working together 
with the pastor of New Beginnings, the Rev. Terry Schjang, 
in cultivating one congregation with two cultures and two 
languages. Here we provide a solid evangelical 
foundation in order for inmates to become disciples of 
Christ and to empower and train them to also make 
disciples of others. We provide Spanish worship services 
striving to reach all the Latino population inside the 
facil ity. We also provide spiritual and pastoral care as 
needed. 

I would like to thank you all f rom the bottom of my heart for 
your prayers, involvement and great support that you are 
providing for the development of this Latino/Hispanic Ministry for 
the Episcopal Church of Colorado. Please do not hesitate to share 
your suggestions, feedback and active participation in the 
development of this ministry. 



Loaves & Fishes Sunday ? August  6, 2017 ? This year, 
we continue to hold Loaves & Fishes Sunday, the 
annual diocesan ingathering of food, in conjunction 
with our monthly ingathering of food on the f irst 
Sunday of the month; donations will benefit The 
Greater Park Hill Food Pantry. The most needed 
non-perishable items are veggies (corn, green beans, 
peas), fruit (peaches, pears, mixed fruit, applesauce), 
peanut butter, beans (black, pinto, refried), rice, 
canned tuna (in water), entrees/heavy soups (canned 
chicken, chili w/beans, vegetable soup), boxed 
macaroni and cheese, breakfast items (whole-grain 
cereal, instant oatmeal), breakfast bars, granola bars, 
individual size raisin boxes, cups of applesauce/ fruit, 
and 6-pack sandwich crackers. Please bring in a sack 
of one or many items? you will be helping to feed 
hungry neighbors. 

Men?s Group Breakfast  ? This month?s meeting of the 
St. Thomas Men?s Group will be on Saturday, August 
12 at 8:00 am at Bogie?s on the Park (City Park Golf 
Course), 2500 York St., Denver. 

Worship in the Park & Parish Picnic ? Sunday, August  
20 ? A wonderful event in our parish life is our 
annual Worship in the Park, a 9:00 a.m. outdoor mass 
followed by a parish-wide picnic. Invite your friends 
and neighbors and join us! Please help us to make 

sure everyone has a seat by bringing your own lawn 
chairs and extras. All are encouraged to bring a side 
dish, salad, quiche or brunch casserole to share; help 
us to plan by signing up on the sign-up sheet in the 
Great Hall. We?ll be at a new location this year: 
Congress Park, located at 8th Ave. and Josephine St. 

Bold Living Deadl ine ? The deadline for the 
September newsletter is Wednesday, August 23. 
Please send articles and announcements to 
off ice@saintthomasdenver.org. 

Altar Flowers ? A donation of altar f lowers is a great 
way to remember loved ones, anniversaries, 
birthdays, and those who have gone on to sainthood 
before us. To donate f lowers, please sign up in the 
Great Hall. You may bring in your own f lowers or the 
off ice will order them with your $50.00 donation. 

St. Thomas Cof fee Hour ? Please join us for 
refreshments and fellowship in the Great Hall after 
each service. We gladly welcome any contributions 
(store bought or home-made) or cash donations to 
help cover the cost. A coffee hour sign-up sheet is in 
the Great Hall. Please sign up! 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

A legacy is the most personal of gif ts that we 
bequeath to those coming after us. No doubt, each 
of us will leave a legacy: how that legacy looks is 
closely tied to the paths traveled and choices made 
during our lifetime. The values and parts of our l ife 
that we cherish are preserved and transmitted to 
others through our legacy. 

We now have an opportunity to leave another 
kind of legacy: not only the imprint from our daily 
and weekly worship and service at St. Thomas, but 
also to forge a connection with future parishioners. 

St. Thomas is meeting the call to init iate a Legacy 
Society to build an Endowment that will be used to 
support the future life of the church. Through God?s 
grace and your generosity, St. Thomas will be well 
equipped for the future of this faith community. 

Also, St. Thomas benefits from a Legacy Society in 
other ways. It provides a way to acknowledge and 
thank donors during their l ifetime for making a 
bequest to the church. More so, the Society serves 
to enable members and friends to witness to the 
value of St. Thomas in their l ives. 

Please consider to give a legacy gif t today.  The 
enrollment form can be found using this link. 
Please complete and send the enrollment form to 
The St. Thomas Legacy Committee to the address at 
bottom of form.    

 -Mable Jenkins

Legacy Societ y

https://mike-orr-p2cs.squarespace.com/s/Legacy_Enrollment_StThomas_20160309-r1-2.pdf
https://mike-orr-p2cs.squarespace.com/s/Legacy_Enrollment_StThomas_20160309-r1-2.pdf


Financial   Repor t   f or   November  2016

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR JUNE 2017
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