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Lent  point s t o t he mystery of  Chr ist 's resurrect ion

     Hard to believe, Lent is here. 
Yes, it comes early this year. 

     I?ve been getting pictures of 
my daughter and granddaughter 
in New Orleans enjoying Mardi 
Gras parades. On the night of 
Feb. 9, Shrove Tuesday, all that 
comes to end. Ash Wednesday 
dawns Feb. 10.  

     St. Thomas Church on Shrove Tuesday will enjoy the 
traditional pancake supper and all the fellowship that 
comes with it. Beginning at 7 a.m., the next day, we 
gather for the f irst of three Ash Wednesday liturgies. And 
the mood will be very dif ferent. 

     The Ash Wednesday rite is one of the most profound in 
our Book of Common 
Prayer. It is most def initely 
solemn, but it is not 
morbid. The words of 
scripture, the prayers, the 
examination of conscience, 
and the imposition of ashes 
draw us into the heart of 
God?s goodness and grace. 
We search our souls with 
honesty and sometimes in 
sorrow. Yet, all along we are upheld and renewed by 
God?s Holy Spirit. It is a moment, a single day, in the life 
of the community of the Church, that we should keep 
with faith and trust that God is at work among us 
restoring us in Christ?s image and likeness.  

     This Lent we will continue with the weekly mid-week 
celebration of the Holy Eucharist at 9:15 a.m. in the 
chancel of the church. This is a quiet and meditative Mass 
allowing the worshippers a more intimate time for prayer 
and ref lection. 

     On Wednesday evenings beginning Feb. 24 we gather 
for a soup and salad supper at 6 p.m. followed by a 
discussion centered around the Forward Movement 
publication, ?Transforming Questions.?

      Becky Jones will also be teaching an Inquirers? Class 
on Sunday afternoons beginning Feb. 21 following the 
10:30 a.m. liturgy.  

     All this will lead to Easter, to the mystery of Christ?s 
resurrection.  

     During this season St. Thomas as a community of faith 
will take the f irst steps in the process that will lead to the 
call of the next rector. The Search Committee ? with the 
help of the entire congregation ? will gather the 
information and articulate the vision that will form the 
prof ile of the parish. Interested candidates will see this 

prof ile. It will aid in their 
discernment as to whether 
God might be calling them 
to St. Thomas.  

     Also, during this Lenten 
season I would like to call 
the parish to a thoughtful 
and dedicated discussion 
of the stewardship of our 
resources, and how we 
propose to  accomplish the 

call of God in and through this church. We have a 
challenge before us to  renew our commitment to make 
available the funds that will stabilize the mission budget 
of the parish. It is a matter of importance. It is call to 
discipleship.  And this too will lead us to Easter, to the 
mystery of Christ?s resurrection
 Faithfully, 

Bob Hart, 
Interim Rector 



Rect or    sear ch   updat e

Next step: Creat ing a parish prof i le
     Last week, the Rev. Bob Hart sat 
down with parishioner Elizabeth 
Bennett to discuss the latest on St. 
Thomas' search for a new rector. 
Here's a summary of their 
conversation:

     Can you give us an update on where we are in the 
Search process? 

     Very litt le has happened yet. I needed to come in and 
assess where we are, and we had the Christmas and 
Epiphany seasons. I also had to understand the f inances 
and f inancial challenges of the parish. 

     I am so impressed with the congregation of St. Thomas. 
You are a quirky, passionate, diverse and committed 
group. It is my prayer and deep hope that each of you will  
be particularly engaged with your church in this coming 
year? with your prayers, your time, and your money. 

     Can you tel l  us a bit  about  the search process f rom this 
point  forward? 

     We just received a sample parish prof ile from the 
diocese? St. Mark?s in Durango did an excellent job of 
prof il ing their parish. The search committee will be able 
to review St. Mark?s prof ile, and those of other parishes in 
this and other dioceses, and begin the process of creating 
the prof ile for St. Thomas. 

     So wil l  i t  now be possible for the Search Commit tee to 
?hit  the ground running?? 

     Yes, from this point on, the Search Committee will be 

meeting frequently and  will need the involvement of 
every member of our congregation.  

      How wil l  that  work?  

     The search committee will meet, organize themselves, 
elect a vice chair, a secretary, and a chaplain, and begin 
the work of assessing the parish. They will come up with 
a survey, which will probably be available both 
electronically and in a paper version. Then they will set 
up Holy Conversations, each led by a member of the 
search committee, some in homes, some in the church. 
This is your opportunity to talk about what St. Thomas 
means to you, what you want it to be, what you hope for 
in a rector, and how you want to contribute. This vital 
work, which will happen over a period of just a few 
weeks, probably in March, is essential to the success of 
the search process. Doing this hard work to describe 
yourselves and establish a shared vision of the future, is 
integral to the search process and essential to increase 
the likelihood of a successful placement. 

     What is your role in the search process? 

     Very limited. I can be helpful in the early stages of 
assessment, but the Search Committee and the Vestry, 
together with all members of the congregation, are the 
ones tasked with creating a successful outcome. I will be 
here to support all of you through this challenging and 
exciting time. 

     When wil l  we hear more? 

     Every issue of Bold Living will have an update. We?ll 
also use the announcement period at services, the service 
leaf let, and emails to keep you posted. We are on our 
way? and need each of you.    

St. Thomas Annual Meeting
Sunday, February 7

One service at  9 a.m., immediately fol lowed by a cont inental  breakfast  and the meet ing

Learn more about  the rector search, the budget , our accompl ishments of  2015, and what  the 
future may hold for St . Thomas in 2016.



updat es ...

...on the garden
By Ginny Smith 

     Our St. Thomas Community Garden is closer to a much-improved 
"bringing water to the garden" system. Piping water under 22nd Avenue 
and to the gardens was prohibit ive for a number of reasons. So, here we are 
? mainly George Smith ? working with Home Depot to place a large water 
tank behind our shed. More details to come! 

     Catherine Welch and Ginny Smith have volunteered to continue as 
garden co-coordinators. We have already sent a letter to last year's 
gardeners, set a Spring Gardeners Meeting, readied the 2016 garden 
application, ordered seed packets from Denver Urban Gardens (DUG),   will 
order additional crusher f ines and compost, and  pick up DUG transplants in 
mid-May. 

AND...We have two new garden signs to be placed in the sitt ing area as a 
reminder to "sitters" and gardeners:  PLEASE...NO SMOKING IN OUR GARDEN  
and PLANTS and PEOPLE THANK YOU ! 

...on the capital  campaign
By Mart i Smith 
Chair, Capital  Campaign Commit tee  

     The St. Thomas Capital Campaign is two-thirds complete. People have 
been paying their pledges for the past two years with one more to go for 
those who are taking three years to pay off  their pledges.  
     Seventy-nine households have either pledged or made a contribution to 
the campaign, bringing our total to $295,000 pledged and $3,850 extra 
contributions. Thus far, of that amount, we have received slightly less than 
$219,000. 
     We have completed remodeling the two lower level bathrooms and the 
second-f loor bathroom,  making them all handicapped-accessible. We have 
paid for all the architectural, engineering, and structural drawings 
necessary for submission for permitting as well as some alterations to the 
stairwell in preparation for installation of the lif t. 
     If  any of you have not yet pledged or want to make a contribution, please 
contact me: martigeo@comcast.net. You have until the end of this calendar 
year to complete your pledge.

Shrove Tuesday 
Pancake Supper

February 9, 5:30-7 p.m.

Sponsored by 

the Men of  St . Thomas

Menu includes: regular pancakes, 
gluten free pancakes, chocolate 
chips, blueberries, fresh fruit, 
whipped cream, sausage, bacon and 
lots of fun! 

Consider a random act of kindness 
and include someone who doesn't 
drive or is not able to get out in the 
evenings in your group. 

There is NO charge for this event, but 
a free will offering basket will be 
available if  you would like to 
contribute. 

Everyone is Welcome! 
...on missionary Cathy Donahoe
By Cathy Donahoe

     Thank you so much for your prayers and support! The 
university I?m teaching at is full of professors working 
other jobs full t ime. That means faculty meetings are few 
and far between. We recently had one where Jilmary 
shared her vision for the new curriculum we began in 2015. 
It was interesting to hear the comments of other professors 
and the enthusiasm for the changes that have been made. 
     With several new classes added, there were also several 

interested in attending them, supporting Jilmary's  dream 
of .additional faculty education. Unfortunately, given the 
sporadic presence of professors on campus, holding such 
trainings is challenging. Please pray for God to show us 
how to make teacher training become a reality. 

Cathy Donahoe is a missionary with the Society of Anglican 
Missionaries and Senders. She is serving in the Dominican 
Republic as a physical therapist in San Pedro de Macorís and 
Santo Domingo.  E-mail: cathyd@turbonet.com  



Bold l ives: A deeper look at  l ives well l ived

Civil Rights Movement shaped the life 
of activist/musician Purnell Steen

By Becky Jones 

     Purnell Steen looked over the library books about 
black history displayed in the Great Hall, and one in 
particular caught his eye. It was about the march from 
Selma to Montgomery, Ala., and the events that took 

place on March 7, 1965.
   In an instant, 
Purnell?s mind f lashed 
back to that day. He?d 
been there. On the 
Edmund Pettus bridge. 
He?d seen the carnage. 
He?d been hit with a 
burst from a f ire hose. 
   ?Once we started the 
surge, if  somebody fell, 
we would try to pick 
them up, but we 
couldn?t always 
because there was such 
a crowd. A lot of people 
got trampled. It was 
scary,? he recalled. ?We 

kept singing ?We Shall Overcome,? and the singing kept 
giving us strength to go onward. I was hoarse by the end.? 
    That was one of many days Purnell spent on the front 
l ines of the Civil Rights Movement. Before he became a 
noted jazz musician ? long before he became the pianist 
at St. Thomas ? Purnell was an activist for social justice.  
   It started in 1961, with a boycott of the Denver Dry 
Goods because the store wouldn?t hire African Americans 
as sales people, Purnell, 74, recalled. "I was on the picket 
l ine there.? 
    He went on to enroll at the University of Colorado, 
with  1963 being a seminal year for him. ?There were 
horrible things happening in Boulder at that t ime,? he 
says. ?The president of the university, who had come 
from Texas, endorsed segregated housing. I led a sit-in at 
the president?s off ice in 1963.? 
     Purnell also led a busload of CU students to the 
March on Washington in August, 1963, and heard Dr. King 
deliver his famous ?I Have A Dream? speech.  

    On Sept. 15, 1963, the 16th Street Baptist Church in 
Birmingham, Ala., was bombed, kil l ing four girls, and the 

next day, Purnell f lew into that city and stayed there for a 
week to take part in demonstrations. 

   In November of that year, Purnell ? who by then served 

on the National Board  of the Youth NAACP and led the 
Boulder chapter of CORE ? was sent to Washington D.C. to 
serve as a ?student lobbyist? at the First Student 
Leadership Conference on Religion and Race.? That 
week-long trip culminated with him meeting with 
then-Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy.  
    He left Washington to return to Boulder on Nov. 21, 
getting in very late. He slept in the next day and woke up 
to the news of President John Kennedy?s assassination.  
    In the spring of 1964, Purnell organized a ?Southern 
Study Tour? for CU students. He led 16 students in a 
three-car convoy through the Deep South, to open their 
eyes to the realit ies of l ife for African Americans in that 
part of the country. Along the way, Purnell was arrested 
four times ? once, in Meridian, Miss., for riding in the 
same seat of a car driven by a white woman.  
    ?If  I had been driving her, and she was in the back, or 
if  I had been in the back, that would have been legal,? 
Purnell recalls. ?But because we were occupying the 
same seat, I got arrested.? 
     Eventually, Purnell was freed when his roommate?s 
uncle, a Meridian department store owner, posted bail for 
him. Then the group was escorted out of the county.   
"Our trip was monitored by all the Civil Rights 
organizations,? he said. ?They tracked us, and if  we didn?t 
make it to a particular stop within a half  hour of our 
estimated time of arrival, they?d go looking for us. That?s 
how they found me in the Meridian jail.? 
    Purnell is proud of his involvement in the Civil Rights 
Movement, but he also lives with the knowledge that 
others paid a far heavier cost than he did.
    ?One lady said something to me when we were doing 
voting registration at a housing project in Birmingham,? 
Purnell said. ?She said, ?Son, I appreciate what you?re 
doing, but what will happen to us when you all leave?? 
And that stopped me dead in my tracks. She said, ?They?ll 
cut off  our credit. We love you when you?re here, but we 
know you can?t stay, and we live here.? That was a 
powerful message, and I?ll never forget that. Sometimes, 
when you?re doing this stuff , you can become full of 
yourself . But then the reality hits you in the face.? 

Purnel l  Steen



  By Jean Emery                                                      
February is Black History month, and our Black History 
books will be out in the Library through the middle of the 
month. We encourage you to see the variety of books, 
including "Searching for Sarah Rector: The Richest Black 
Girl in America" by Tonya Bolden.   
      Searching is,indeed, what Bolden was engaged in to 
write her most recent biography. Through primary 
documents, court and census records, as well as 

interviews with family 
members, she has pieced 
together Sarah?s life. The 
author?s note at  the end is 
further verif ication of her 
search.  She searched for 
Sarah?s longest-serving 
legal guardian, expecting 
to f ind him a f iend, 
because ?the word was that 
during oil boom days, all 

white guardians of people with valuable land were 
grafters.?Not so, in meeting with his great-granddaughter. 
      Rector?s story portrays a dif ferent perspective of 
America?s history. 
     Sarah was 5 in 1907, when Oklahoma and the 
then-Indian Territory became one state. Sarah?s 
ancestors were probably slaves in the Creek Tribe, one 
of the "Five Civil ized Tribes." Indian Territory had 
originally consisted  of hundreds of mill ions of acres. 
After the Civil War, it was reduced by about half .  By 1890, 
the rest was carved up by the U.S. government into 
individual allotments for  cit izens of dif ferent Indian 
nations. Each Creek was due an allotment of about 160 
acres, 
    Sarah lived in a two-room cabin, near a new black 
town in the middle eastern part of Oklahoma, with her 
parents and three siblings. They were farmers. 
     As a Creek , she had already been given a land 
allotment. In 1909, her father leased Sarah?s and her 
brother?s for oil dril l ing.  It was four years before  Sarah?s 
land began to pay off .  In 1920, when Sarah turned 18, she 
was reported to be worth  $1 mill ion.  This began her 
disappearance period. Though rich, Sarah was powerless! 
     This book will be on the ?New Book? shelf  immediately.  

After a month, it will be in the Ethics section.   

      

Library corner

Emery Library celebrates 
Black History Month

Vestry nominee: 

Nathal ie Moir found 
St . Thomas af ter long 
search for a parish

By Nathal ie Moir 

Editor?s Note: Nathalie Moir has been nominated by the vestry 
to serve the remainder of a term for a spot left vacant by a 
resignation. Members of the church will have the opportunity 
to vote on Nathalie?s nomination at our Annual Meeting. 

      I'm a Colorado native 
who grew up in 
Boulder and moved to 
Denver about three 
years ago. My wife, 
Tory, and I found St 
Thomas after attending 
pretty much every 
other Episcopal church 
in the area, and we are 
so happy we did! 

      We got married here a 
litt le over a year ago 
and have really felt 
l ike this church is 
home. Last spring, I 

graduated from the 
University of Denver with my 

master's in social work. I'm now working as a clinical case 
manager for the Colorado Coalit ion for the Homeless. I help 
homeless women and men transition into apartment living, 
f ind resources for food and transportation, and get 
connected with necessary medical and mental health care. 

     When I'm not working, I love to make things - I cook, knit, 
and sew as much as I can. I'm also learning to spin yarn and 
weave. This spring, for the third year, I'l l  have a plot in the St 
Thomas community garden and you can be sure I'l l be 
cooking and canning fresh produce all summer. Someday I 
hope to have a big garden with bees, chickens, and goats!  

     Tory and I spend our summers camping and hiking, and we 
dream of moving back to the mountains. I would be honored 
to serve as a member of the vestry, and I'm looking forward 
to learning more about the inner workings of St Thomas and 
being a part of the process of moving this amazing 
community forward.  

Nathal ie Moir



By Marian Frank 

     I don?t know why it was the mass 
shooting at Umpqua Community College in 
Oregon ? at which 10 young people died 
and seven were injured ? that an anger 
ignited within me. There were previous 
mass shootings as horrendous, notably in 
Newtown, Conn., but this one set me off .  

     Perhaps it was the frequency of these 
shootings.   After Umpqua, President 
Obama gave a speech in which he said, 
?other countries have people with mental 
il lness and people who wish to do harm to 
others, but we are the only country that 
sees these kinds of mass shootings every 
few months.?  He also said any action to 
prevent gun violence needs to start at the 
grass roots, that words and prayers aren?t 
enough anymore.  When I heard these 
words, I realized I needed to become 
involved in the prevention of gun 
violence. 

     Many people have stories about guns. 
These stories can be positive as well as 
negative and often both positive and 
negative. Guns were part of my life 
growing up on a farm in Canada. My father 
and brother owned shotguns. Hunting 
season was a bonding time for the men in 
the family and venison was the meat at 
our table after each hunting season. 

      As a child, guns weren?t a fascination. I 
never knew where they were kept and was 
never curious about them. Thinking about 
it now, it may have been that guns weren?t 
part of my entertainment. No TV. No 
nonstop news about the latest gun 
violence. We only had the radio (Yes, I?m 
very old) and listened to shows like ?The 

Shadow Knows.? There was no fear of 
violence in our rural community. The doors 
were never locked. It was a gentle, 
peaceful childhood.  

     After my father?s death, my mother, 
sister and I moved to the United States. I 
became a cit izen after graduating from 
nursing school and took my cit izenship 
seriously by active polit ical involvement 
throughout my adult l ife. I feel privileged 
to be a cit izen of the United States, but 
there is an unusual fascination with guns 
in this country. One of the reasons for this 
is the Second Amendment of the Bill of 
Rights. 

     To become involved in any activit ies to 
prevent gun violence, I needed to know 
the exact wording of the Second 
Amendment, ?the right to bear arms.? It 
states, ?A well-regulated Milit ia, being 
necessary for the security of a free State, 
the right of the people to own and bear 
Arms, shall not be infringed.?  

     To me the intent of our forefathers was 
for our f ledgling country to have a milit ia 
to protect itself . I know, however, its 
wording can also mean every cit izen has a 
right to own the gun of his or her choice. In 
1791, when the Bill of Rights was ratif ied, 
most guns were muzzle-loading. In 2016 
we have assault weapons. I believe our 
founding fathers would be shocked at the 
capabilit ies and use of modern weapons 
today. 

     We all know the Second Amendment is 
here to stay, so whatever we do to prevent 
gun violence cannot infringe on most 
cit izens? rights to own a gun. However, 
isn?t it now time to take a more 

Ser vant s   f or    Just ice 

Gun violence: What can an 
angry,  81-year-old woman 
actual ly do? Plenty!

The Unspeakable *
 

Like a splat
 on your windshield,
 a gorged mosquito
 among the gnats,
 the unspeakable 
hits at eye level
 while you drive 
the long road

 with no shoulders,
 no place to pull off.

 
By the time you park 

the scene called victory 
by the unspeakable

 
is spoken of mostly 

through visuals. 
Bodies of teenagers 

blasted to bloody scraps.
Bodies of parents, their 

children left alive.
 

You?ll hear horrific act, 
fanaticism, tragic loss, 

heinous crime.
 These words a filler 
where language fails,

 a useless mantra 
droning on for weeks.

 
Enter a house of worship 

and you will be told: 
We can hurl our prayers.  

We must? . 

-- Marjorie Power

*  First published in The 
California Quarterly

Cont inued on next  page



Deacon  Speakin'

 By the Rev. Sal ly Megeath 

Dear People of St. Thomas 

      The Servants for Justice are busily preparing for 
the Adult Forum Ministry Fair on Sunday, Feb. 14. At 
the fair, many of the ministries served by St. 
Thomas will be featured and members will be 
available to answer questions regarding any or all 
of our projects. 

      The forums during rest of Lent will feature six of 
our bigger projects, including our two newest undertakings: an effort to 
reduce gun violence, and the Refugee Assistance Project. Please come 
and learn about these new and relevant subjects.  Another group that 
partners with St. Thomas is Together Colorado. That organization is 
preparing information about a number of important issues that 
faith-based advocacy groups can use as a resource. I hope as many of 
you as possible will join in making calls, sending emails, or going to the 
State Capitol to lobby our legislators regarding issues that affect us all. 

      Please let me, Barbara Medina, or any of our Servants for Justice 

members  know if  you have an interest in a project or projects. 

 Blessings and peace, 
Deacon Sally 

Minist ry Fair to showcase outreach 
projects, both old and new

common-sense interpretation of the Second 
Amendment so that it respects rights while 
protecting people? 

     So what kind of grassroots action is 
possible for an 81-year-old angry woman? I 
can contact legislators to support bil ls that 
may prevent gun violence in the future. I 
can support candidates for public off ice 
who are will ing to init iate and support 
common sense gun legislation. I could push 
for the development and sales of safe guns.  
I can participate in candlelight vigils that 
honor the lives lost by gun violence.  I can 
write an article for Bold Living to ask others 
to share my anger about gun violence. I can 
encourage others to share their experiences 
with guns so we can start a conversation.  I 
can help init iate the effort at St. Thomas to 
become an Endorsing Member of Colorado 
Faith Communities United to End Gun 
Violence (CFCU.)  I can attend the Adult 
Forum on February 21 to learn more about 
CFCU.  Lastly, I can inspire others with my 
passion against gun violence and hope that 
they will join me in the effort.    

Gun violence...
Cont inued f rom previous page

By Virginia Leavitt 

          During Christmastime, churchgoers often hear about 
the plight of Jesus and his family, refugees from Galilee. 
This poignant story highlights the importance of caring 
for and practicing compassion toward our own refugee 
community. 

     St. Thomas has launched its Refugee Project 
Committee, chaired by Deacon Sally Megeath with 
committee members Jim Hogan, Peggy Oldham, Dennis 
Higbee and Virginia Leavitt.  This committee has 
researched refugee issues in global and local contexts, 
f inding a partner with Denver?s own Lutheran Family 
Services, which, to our delight, is also a member of 
Episcopal Migration Ministries 
(http:/ /www.episcopalmigrationministries.org/ ). 

     Our f irst collaboration consisted of collecting infant 
items during the holiday season, which was much 
appreciated by the refugees. Now, the Refugee Project 
Committee is discussing and debating short and long 
term goals with the partnership with LFS. 

     Lutheran Family Services is the largest refugee 
resettlement agency in Colorado, and one of only nine 
organizations nationally that can resettle refugees. It is 
involved on various fronts working with the refugees 
including employment, f inancial, education, mentoring, 
and other areas that support the integration of refugees 
into our community in a productive and constructive 
fashion. By partnering with LFS, the committee believes 
that St. Thomas can increase its impact in this area by 
leveraging our talents and goodwill with LFS. Many of you 
have expressed interest in refugee support, so stay tuned 
to the work of the committee, feel free to contact any of 
the members, and attend the March 20 Adult Forum 
where the committee will have more to share.  

      There are 60 mill ion refugees and asylum seekers in 
the world according to the United Nations, even while 
acknowledging it does not have a full accounting of the 
numbers.   It generally takes refugees 15 years to receive 
US refugee status, and during those 15 years they are 
living in camps that prohibit working. 

St. Thomas Refugee Project  moving f rom short -term to long-term goals

http://www.episcopalmigrationministries.org/


l ent    at    saint    t homas

7 ? Metro Caring Sunday 

13 ? Men?s Group Breakfast at the Park Hill Golf  Course at 
9:00 am 

14-21 ? Family Promise Week 

15 ? Parish Off ice closed on President?s Day 

15 ? Vestry Meeting at 6:30 pm 

23 ? Bold Living Deadline for March issue 

28 ? Servants for Justice meeting following the 10:30 am 
service 

 Weekly:  

Dalcroze ? Mondays from 2:00-7:00 pm 

Theology Class ? Tuesdays at 10:00 am 

A.A. ? Tuesdays at 6:00 pm 

St. Thomas Choir Practice ? Tuesdays at 7:00 pm 

Al Anon ? Fridays at noon 

House for All Sinners and Saints ? Sundays at 5:00 pm 

ot her   Febr uar y   Event s  and  meet ings

ASH WEDNESDAY
Feb. 10, 7 a.m., noon, 6:30 p.m.

A celebration of the Eucharist and the imposition of 
ashes, and encouragement to keep a Holy Lent. 

TUESDAY MORNING EUCHARIST 
Tuesdays at  9:15 a.m.,  

Participate in this smaller, more intimate experience of 
the Eucharist, where the congregation gathers in the 

choir stalls. The sermon is short, and may include 
engagement with the worshippers. 

MORNING PRAYER
 Wednesdays at  7 a.m., year-round 

Brother Nick Pijoan continues to lead this St. Thomas 
tradition. Come to worship, then join the Motley Crew 

afterward for breakfast. Note: There will be no Morning 
Prayer on Ash Wednesday

WEDNESDAY SOUP SUPPER AND STUDY:

TRANSFORMING QUESTIONS 
Wednesdays, Feb. 24, March 2,9,16, 6-8 p.m.

We will join with worshippers from House for All 
Sinners and Saints for a soup and salad supper at 6 p.m. 
in the Great Hall.  Then, HFASS will move to the church 
for Vespers while St. Thomas remains in the Great Hall 
for a discussion of some of the transforming questions 

of the Christian faith and practice. 

SUNDAY SERVICES
8 a.m., ? Spoken Mass, 
10:30 a.m.? Sung Mass

9:15 a.m. ? Christian Education for all ages

Mid-week program to 
address "t ransforming 
quest ions"
     St. Thomas will launch a mid-week program during Lent 
in hopes of providing parishioners with one more way 
during this season to deepen their spiritual l ives and 
connect with each other. 

      The program starts on Feb. 24 and continues through 
the f irst three Wednesdays of March. We?ll gather in the 
Great Hall at 6 p.m. for a soup and salad supper ? shared 
with worshippers from our building-mate, the House for All 
Sinners and Saints Lutheran congregation. At 6:30, HFASS 
will move into the church for Vespers, while we will remain 
in the Great Hall for a Lenten study series, Transforming 
Questions. 

      Transforming Questions is a course designed by 
Forward Movement to help participants engage basic 
questions of the Christian faith through teaching and 
conversation.  Among those questions: Who is Jesus? Why 
did Jesus have to die? How should I read the Bible? Does 
God answer prayer? Why do bad things happen? Where do 
we go when we die?  The curriculum offers the opportunity 
to engage in faithful questioning with the companionship 
of a leader in the midst of the community. In the act of 
asking questions, we see our faith transform, deepening 
and developing from something simple and superf icial to 
something complicated and rich.  And in the act of asking 
questions, we see ourselves transformed, as the answers 
that we f ind, or the new questions we discover, demand a 
response. 



Febr uar y 
Bir t hdays  

3 ? Olivia Pike 

4 ? Anthone Ahlenius; Gus Hansen 

7 ? Miles Harris 

12 ? Brian Beagle; Shirley Henry 

13 ? Claire Gilmore 

14 ? Sandy Schmidt 

15 ? Rosalie Chamberlain; Sergio 
Mukokomani 

16 ? Barbara Kline; Angela Pleasants 

19 ? Paul Moe 

20 ? Kristi Caston 

21 ? Mary Spoeneman 

22 ? Partia Byrd 

25 ? Louise Bif f le; Mable Jenkins 

28 ? Doris Burns; Merrily Leonetti 

Adul t    f or um   in    Febr uar y

Sunday at  9:15 a.m. in the Great  Hal l

February 7 ? St. Thomas Annual  Meet ing ? No Adul t  Forum 

February 14 ? Servants for Just ice Minist ry Fair 

Throughout Lent, our Adult Forums will focus on ways that members of St. 
Thomas can respond to human need by loving service, transform unjust 
structures of society, challenge violence of every kind and pursue peace 
and reconciliation. On this f irst Sunday of Lent, we invite you to wander the 
Great Hall, stopping to chat at various booths. Learn more about 
opportunities for advocacy and volunteer outreach that St. Thomas 
promotes. 

February 21 ? Unit ing to End Gun Violence 

St. Thomas has recently become an Endorsing Member of Colorado Faith 
Communities United to End Gun Violence, a coalit ion of nearly 30 diverse 
faith traditions. We?ll discuss the origins, guiding principles and purpose of 
the organization, f ind out what is required of Endorsing Members, and 
provide input into possible actions St. Thomas can take to make guns safer 
and prevent further gun violence. 

Jerry Arca attends First Plymouth Congregational Church and co-chairs 
Colorado Faith Communities United to End Gun Violence. 

February 28 ? Experiencing Hait i  

St. Thomas has generously supported the work of the Colorado Haiti 
Project mission in Petit trou de Nippes, Haiti, since 2008. Last year, two of 
our youth group and one of our new adult parishioners went to Petit trou 
and experienced f irst-hand the vibrant community there. They will share 
how that visit opened their l ives to Haiti and the CHP work there. Also 
David Hintch, the CHP Executive Director, and Mike Earnest, CHP?s Medical 
Director, will report on the latest program developments and future plans. 

Inquirer's Class 

     Are you a newcomer wanting to learn more about the Episcopal 
Church? Or maybe you?re an oldtimer still wanting to learn more. Are 
you ready to take the next step in your spiritual journey? Consider 
joining the St. Thomas Inquirer?s class. The class is essential for those 
seeking baptism, confirmation or re-aff irmation of your vows. But we 
also welcome anyone simply wanting to take a deeper dive into 
Anglicanism with a small group of fellow inquirers. 

     The class, led by Rev. Becky, consists of ten 90-minute sessions that 
will explore Anglican history, spirituality, theology, our approach to 
Scripture and our style of worship. The introductory class will meet 
immediately after the 10:30 a.m. service on Sunday, Feb. 21, in the 
Common Room upstairs. At that f irst session, the class will determine 
whether to continue meeting on Sundays or shif t to an evening meeting 
time. If  you?re interested, please contact  Rev. Becky, 720-300-5011 or 
ki l larneyrose@comcast .net . 

Announcement s
St. Thomas Cof fee Hour ? Please join us for 
refreshments and fellowship in the Great 
Hall after each service. We welcome any 
contributions (store bought or home-made) 
or cash donations to help cover the cost. A 
coffee hour sign-up sheet is on the counter. 
Please sign up! Contact Susan Eaton at 
813-629-2588 or Ginny Smith at 
303-404-3491 with any questions. 

Altar Flowers ? A donation of altar f lowers 
is a great way to remember loved ones, 
anniversaries, birthdays, and other 
occasions.  To donate f lowers, please sign 
up in the Great Hall. You may bring in your 
own f lowers or the off ice will order them 
with your $50 donation. 

Metro Caring Sunday is the food 
ingathering day held on the f irst Sunday of 
each month. The Servants for Justice 
Committee has prepared sacks with lists of 
the most needed items. The sacks will be 
available at the back of the church the last 
Sunday of the month. Take a sack, f il l it with 
one or many items and return it on the f irst 
Sunday of the month. You will be helping to 
feed hungry neighbors. 



Ginny Smith brings soup 
glory home to St . Thomas
By Ginny Smith 

 Editor's Note: Ginny is too humble to report this herself, but her Pumpkin 
Chorizo and Black Bean soup won 1st Place in the "Ingeneous Inspiration" 
category at the soup cookoff. The prize-winning recipe is at right. 
Congratulations, Ginny!

     More than 300 supporters of Habitat for Humanity Interfaith Alliance 
gathered at Christ the King Catholic Church on January 30 for the 
organization?s annual soup cook-off . In addition, there were numerous 
volunteers, including teenagers, adults serving cheese and crackers, pouring 
wine, arranging crock pots along long tables and everyone listening to good, 

l ive music. 
Dancers were 
in absentia, 
but perhaps 
they took to 
the dance 
f loor after 
we left. 

      Probably 
100 crock 
pots were 
plugged in ? 
some with 
meat, some 
vegetarian, 

some kosher. 

Pumpkin Chorizo & Black 
Bean Soup 

(Serves 6,  can be doubled) 

Ingredients 

 - 1/2 lb. chorizo sausage, casings 
removed 

- 1 medium onion, chopped 

- 2 (or more) garl ic cloves, chopped 

- 1 tsp cumin 

- 1/8 tsp. cinnamon 

- 3 cups chicken broth 

- 1 15 oz can pumpkin puree 

- 1 15 oz can drained black beans, sal t  
f ree 

- 1 15 oz can smal l  dice tomatoes & 
its juice 

- 2 chipot le chil is in adobo, chopped 
-use only 2! 

- 1/2 tsp dried oregano leaves 

- 1 T. f resh l ime juice 

- Sal t  and pepper 

 Direct ions 

 *1. Saute smal l  chunks of  chorizo in 
medium skil let  over     medium heat , 
7-10 minutes, set  aside.  Add 1 T. 
ol ive oi l  i f  ski l let  is too dry .  Add 
onion, saute t i l  tender.  Add 
garl ic,cumin & cinnamon, saute t i l   
f ragrant  - a couple of  minutes.  Dump 
into a saucepan (or crockpot) and add 
the chorizo, broth, pumpkin, black 
beans,  diced tomatoes, l ime juice, 
and chipot les. St ir wel l .  Bring to a 
boil , reduce heat , simmer 30-45 
mins.  Season with salt and Pepper. 

       Using a Crock Pot  

Cook on LOW 4-6 hours. There real ly 
isn't  any cooking at  this stage, just  
marrying the f lavors.  Make sure the 
soup is hot ! Check occasional ly for 
soup's temperature. 

 Af ter serving in bowls, garnishes 
could include l ime pieces to squeeze  
into soup, sour cream, avocado sl ices, 
grated cheese, chopped ci lantro, 
pepitas. 

          From: closetcooking.com 
(cooking in a closet-sized kitchen!) 

            

Top photo: Ginny 
Smith, lef t , her 
husband, Roy, and 
Vicki Earnest  
enjoying samples 
of  the dozens of  
dif ferent  pots of  
soup at  the soup 
cook-of f . 

At  lef t , David and 
Teresa Watson  
spent  hours 
cooking soup in 
preparat ion. 



Financial   Repor t   f or   december   2015

Our pledge income for December was 3954.71 
below budget  and our pledge income for the year 
was $13,995.93 below budget.  This is 94  percent 
of the budget amount, which is  not really bad but 
we would like it to be higher. In "Fundraising," the 
King Soopers income was low because  we had to 
buy a new supply near the end of the month and 
had not had time to sell them before the month 
ended.

In the "Expenses" section, the outreach was high 
because we caught up with our donation to 
Episcopal Relief and Development  and our pledge 
to the High Plains Region. 

In the "Facility" category , the Repairs and 
Maintenance line item was high, but most of the 
expenses  were close to budget. 

There will be more information, including about 
the Capital Campaign, in the report at the annual 
meeting. 

By John Cl ar k

Expenses

Salaries, Payroll taxes, Health Ins., Pensions, etc. $17,662.10

Christian Ed., Music, Altar Supplies & Worship 
Expenses

$100

Office & Facility $4960.63

Evangelism& Outreach $3045.70

Finance Costs, Insurance, and Miscellaneous $2135.65

Total $27,904.081

Income December

Pledges $15,978.66 

Plate $4642.50

Special Offering $1496.48

Fund raising $669

Other $350

Total $23,137.24

Money in the Operating Account on December 31, 2015 $-43,954.49

Money in Operating Reserved Account $33,859.52

Money in King Soopers Account $6187.80

Money in the Elevator Account $45,484.81
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