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Pul l ing together to do the work of  the church
Dear Friends, 

   The New Year of 2017 has 
dawned. We began it at St. 
Thomas on Sunday, January 1, 
by celebrating the Eighth Day 
of Christmas, the Feast of the 
Holy Name, commemorating 
when Jesus was given his name 
at his circumcision. Jesus is in 

Hebrew ?Joshua?. The meaning of Jesus? name is ?God 
saves.? We begin this year with all its potential and its 
uncertainty by placing ourselves within the saving grace 
of Christ. I wish you all the blessings of God and pray 
God?s guidance and protection upon St. Thomas Church 
and upon our nation. 

 I want to offer my personal thanks to the Stewardship 
Committee under the leadership of Mike Earnest for its 
f ine work. As you know, we have surpassed every 
expectation. Your commitment to the mission of God at St. 
Thomas Church is remarkable. The Committee presented 
both the basic facts we needed but also the challenge to 
achieve the goals of a full ministry program and a full t ime 
rector. We move forward now with confidence. 

 The work of the Search Committee is also moving at a 
more rapid pace. This self less group of fellow parishioners 
has given unstintingly of their t ime, talent, and energy. 
God will ing, we hope and expect a call to a priest to be the 
next rector of St. Thomas within the f irst months of this 
New Year. Keep your prayers f lowing. 

 A Christmas gif t to the parish is that we had two more 
inspections of the new accessible restroom. Now this part 
of the Capital Campaign projects can proceed. I also want 
to thank everyone for their faithful and generous gif ts to 
conclude the Capital Campaign. We hit the mark! 

 With the above in mind, we should begin to think about 
what it means to welcome new leadership. We will have 

not only a new rector fairly soon, but we will also have 
new vestry members. Leadership cannot function without 
the full support of the entire parish. And when the next 
rector arrives, it?s not a time to sit back and say, ?OK, now 
she or he can do it.? We are community. The rector and 
vestry do their ministry within the Body of Christ at 22nd 
and Dexter. It takes all of us. Part of welcoming involves 
pulling together to do the work of the church. Given what 
I have experienced at St. Thomas, I know we will do this 
with enthusiasm. 

 For your calendar: Annual  Meet ing, Sunday, February 5. 
 

Faithfully, 

Bob Hart, Interim Rector 



Rect or    sear ch   updat e

Looking Back: Year-end summary of  Search Commit tee work 
By Vicki Earnest  

As 2016 draws to a close, the Rector Search Committee 
continues its holy work, brief ly pausing only to celebrate 
Christmas, but focusing on the task ahead: f inding the 
priest who ?best  f i ts? the special and somewhat unique 
St. Thomas Parish. As the popular media does at the end 
of a calendar year, this is a time to review what the 
committee has done, what it has accomplished, and 
where it stands at the year?s end. 

Our committee met for the f irst t ime in late February or 
early March, keeping a two-hour schedule weekly with 
only a couple of breaks. We formed, normed, planned our 
strategies, and began work on our process. We conducted 
nine Holy Conversations during May and June; the 
copious amount of information gained from the 
Conversations informed the Parish survey done in 
July-August. You probably remember the word clouds 
that graphically demonstrated what you, the Parish, told 
us you want  for the parish in the future and what you 
desire in a priest. Our job is to f ind the best  f i t . 

Survey data completed the Parish Prof ile, which we 
presented to the Parish and published in mid-September. 
The committee completed a Rector Prof ile by early 
October, which is the ?job description? posted by the 
Off ice of Transitional Ministry in mid-October through 
mid-November. This prof ile asked questions of applicants 

that are based on those attributes that you told us you 
want in a priest. We received thirteen candidate prof iles 
within a couple weeks. Before the close of the posting, 
the committee developed a tool for assessing each 
candidate based, again, on the information you gave us. I 
called it a ?desirability index,? or in other words, the best  
f i t . 

Do you see the thread here? Everything we, the 
committee, has done has been focused on learning what 
you, the Parish, desires for the future of the parish and 
the attributes of a rector. As we said to ourselves 
repeatedly, is this person the best  f i t  St . Thomas? 
Conversely, we sense that the candidates have asked 
themselves, is St. Thomas the best  f i t  for me? 

The committee interviewed f ive candidates by 
teleconferencing in November-December which makes it 
possible to narrow our prospects to three that seem the 
best  f i t . The close of the year f inds the committee making 
plans to check references, conduct on-site visits to the 
f inal three, meet individually and with 
spouses/partners/ families, and attend Mass celebrated 
by the candidate. 

Perhaps the committee?s work will end soon ?  or 
perhaps not. Keep us, our Parish, and our candidates in 
your prayers that we all f ind the best  f i t  for St . Thomas 
and for the priest  that  we wil l  cal l  to be our next  rector. 



THANK YOU, ST. THOMAS! 
OUR AWE-INSPIRING STEWARDSHIP GIVING 

Our annual stewardship pledge campaign has 
concluded. This year, parishioners and friends of St. 
Thomas offered 99 pledges totaling $270,087! This 
extraordinarily generous giving now enables our parish 
to call a new priest as a fullt ime rector in early 2017 and 
to support all the important ministries of our beloved 
parish. 

Thank you, everyone who gave a pledge, who spoke 
with us, who attended worship and the stewardship 
events, who prayerfully supported our campaign even 
though unable to give this year?  WE are St. Thomas let us 

celebrate how we all 
participated and gave all 
that we could. 

   Want to know more? 
See our full report to the 
December 19 vestry 
meeting, below.

Your Stewardship 
Committee 

st ewar dship

December 19, 2016 

Dear St. Thomas? Vestry, 

Our Stewardship Committee for the 2016 pledge 
campaign offers this report on the almost-f inal status of 
our parish-wide effort. We are grateful for this 
opportunity to serve our beloved parish. We are 
awe-inspired and thankful to our parishioners for their 
extraordinarily generous response. 

Our committee included Kathi Atkins, John Clark, Ed 
Dececco, Mike Earnest (Chair), Fr. Bob Hart (Interim 
Rector), Melissa Jones, Fred Mast and Brian Swanson. I 
cannot suff iciently thank nor praise each of them for 
their creative ideas and hard work to imagine and carry 
out such a robust program this year. I hope that you will 
offer each of them personally the thanks they deserve. 

You may recall our theme this year ?WE are St. Thomas!? 
You may also recall that our goals were to enable the 
parish to call a priest in 2017 to be our fullt ime Rector 
and to support well all our key parish ministries and 
programs. We believe those goals are now possible. 

Some key numbers as of 12/19/16 are: 

 Total pledges ? 98 

 Total dollars pledged - $268,887!!! 

 Mean pledge - $2744 

Comparison of those totals to the average numbers for 
2014-2016 (92 pledges each year, for $231,826 and a 

mean of $2520) gives some indication of how generously 
our parish has stepped up to fund the next phase of our 
St. Thomas mission, ministries and history. Our 
committee?s reactions were ?Wow!? ?Awesome!? 
?Amazing!? ?Way beyond our expectations!??  You 
choose your words to describe what WE, St. Thomas have 
done. 

Our plans to complete our task include awaiting the last 
few pledges that are promised but not yet received, 
assure that our parish is heartily thanked, and update the 
direct deposits. We also will present a detailed f inal 
report, including our recommendations to be considered 
by our new rector and vestry in 2017. Specif ically we 
want to document what we did this year in organizing the 
campaign, to propose some ideas for year-round 
stewardship, and to emphasize the need for more active 
facil itation of new members moving from pew to 
program to pledge. 

In closing, a special recognition ? Please join me in 
thanking one of the solid foundations of our St. Thomas 
stewardship program. John Clark long has faithfully and 
dutifully managed the reception, reporting and 
management of our parish?s pledges. That detailed work 
behind the scenes has assured reliable transformation of 
pledges into operating revenue for St. Thomas for over a 
decade. Thank you, John. 

Gratefully offered, 

Mike Earnest 

St. Thomas Stewardship Commit tee Report  to Vestry 
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By Brian Swanson

In September I received a call from Mike Earnest to join 
this year?s Stewardship Campaign committee. While I 
hesitated at f irst, I felt something was calling me at that 
moment to take this particular journey. As our committee 
began its work, an opportunity arose for me to give a talk 
to the congregation around our topical question, ?What 
does St. Thomas mean to me?? In putting thoughts to 
paper, I realized just how much I had wanted to articulate 
to myself  and others why I kept returning to St. Thomas. 
After I gave my talk, a few parishioners expressed how my 
feelings and perspective resonated with them and urged 
me to share the written version, which is printed below. 

May our beloved community continue to support and 
inspire each other in the year ahead. 

--

I started coming to St. Thomas in 2009. I had grown up 
Catholic and at the time was not practicing. After a short 
encounter with fundamentalism in college (a story for 
another day), I distanced myself  from Christianity and 
lived a happy, secular l ife. 

For a number of reasons, one day in June 2009 I decided 
I would visit a few area churches ?  St. Thomas being one 
that rose to the top of the list because of the inclusive 
message on its website. Inclusiveness was what I was 
looking for. As gay men, my (now) husband Scott and I, l ike 
many others, felt alienated from participating in 
mainstream Christianity. After so many years of exclusion, 
it was hard to trust that ANY church would be truly 
welcoming. 

I can remember that f irst Sunday at St. Thomas quite 
vividly. Dear Reverend Ruth, the f irst female priest I had 
ever seen, gave a sermon that was so engaging and 
thoughtful and REAL. She was assisted by Reverend 
Catherine, who just happened to be a lesbian, and Deacon 
Abby, another ordained female reading the gospel. Not 
one, but THREE women leading the congregation! 

But that?s not all. At that very service, Monie and Charm 
(who many of you know) were having their daughter 
Claire baptized as if  it was the most normal thing in the 
world for two women to be doing such a thing. And the 
congregation broke out in wild applause! 

I thought: AM I IN OZ? No, it was just a regular Sunday at 
St. Thomas. They said ?welcoming? on the website, and 

they REALLY meant it. 

I thought, well, this is great. But what about the fact that 
I am not totally on board with what everybody believes? I 
had big doubts. And not just about whether to kneel or 
stand during the Eucharistic prayer. Is the resurrection a 
fact or a myth? Can we believe the stories in the Bible 
really occurred? Is the Holy Spirit, or even God for that 
matter, just a concept we make up to feel better about 
l ife? 

In the tradition I grew up in, these kinds of questions 
were kind of deal-kil lers. Doubt was a four-letter word. 
Believing correctly was part of what it meant to me to be a 
good Catholic. But the more I got to know folks at St. 
Thomas, the more I realized that I wasn?t the only one who 
had questions. In fact, that was the one thing almost 
everyone had in common. They were seekers. And guess 
what: Seeking was OK. 

As I continued to wrestle with this, Ruth was a very 
encouraging voice. I wavered. I would stop coming for a 
few weeks or months. And then I would come back, and 
there was Ruth and St. Thomas right where I left them, 
ready to welcome me again. 

Eventually, with Ruth?s support, I realized it was best to 
look at this as a journey. The original name for Christians 
in the earliest period of the movement was ?followers of 
The Way? (capital W). The Way of Jesus. It was and is a 
path. Well, what a relief! I didn?t have to have it all f igured 
out in advance. As Ruth said, no one is going to check your 
?Belief Card? at the door. We are ALL on a journey. 

So for me the question became not so much if  I could 
believe in everything. The question was: Do I want to be 
on the journey? Ruth was very much an advocate for the 
experience. Orthopraxy over orthodoxy. Living with it. 
Engaging with it. Being a part of it. That is how you 
EXPERIENCE the Way. If  you are not on the bus, you?ll 
never know where it goes. 

As a seeker, one can spend a lot of t ime f iguring out 
what kind of bus we want to be on. I read new age books. I 
did the Course in Miracles. (Well, part of the Course in 
Miracles.) I spent an extended time with Buddhism (which 
is stil l is a valuable part of my practice). Like many of us 
here, I church-shopped. I tried the Methodists. We went to 
the non-denominational ?gay? church. I experienced St. 
Barnabas, St. John?s cathedral, and St. Andrews. Frankly, 
the more I shopped, the clearer it became that I could 

THIS Place, THESE People 
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pretty much f ind a reason to not be a part virtually any 
community or creed. Indeed, every bus has its defective 
parts ?  dripping oil pan, broken air conditioner, squeaky 
struts. 

And for me, a key realization was this: Getting on ANY 
bus is easier than building my OWN bus. I consider myself  
fairly creative, but even I am not up to the task of creating 
my own religion. The Judeo-Christian ?bus? has been 
roll ing along for over 3,000 years and is the product of 
generations upon generations who have sought to 
experience and articulate 
this journey toward the 
Ultimate and how to live a 
fully integrated life in 
communion with it. For me, 
while it is not always easy 
to understand what our 
ancestors did and to 
appropriate their stories 
and their symbols, 
traditions (and not just this 
one) provide a vehicle to do 
something that I have found 
very dif f icult to do on my 
own: to stick with the 
journey. 

A fresh and eager student 
of Buddhism went up to the 
Dalai Lama and asked him if  
he thought that he should 
become a Buddhist. The 
Dalai Lama told him 
(paraphrasing), rather than 
take on some new tradition, 
better to go deeper into the 
tradition he already knew. 
Spiritual work takes effort. 
And to me, religion is the 
vehicle, the ?bus? that allows that effort to reach fruit ion 
and allows God to take you where you are yearning to go. 

So that brings me here. What is St. Thomas to me? It?s 
people breaking out in an oddly protracted and 
wonderful sign of peace every Sunday. It?s Purnell 
putting a jazz f lourish at the end of the doxology, 
because it just f lows out of him. It?s clasping hands like 
the Whos in Whoville while attempting to hit a high G 
during the Lord?s Prayer. It?s some people kneeling and 
some people standing and some people sitt ing. It?s black, 

white, mixed, gay, lesbian, trans, women, men, high 
church, low church. WE are ST. Thomas. 

But perhaps more than these things, for me St. Thomas 
is a beacon. It is a bright l ight that represents a vision of 
how the world should be. THIS place, THESE people, are a 
manifestation of that world. The Kingdom of God. That 
concept l ives on because of THIS CHURCH. When we 
come here on Sundays, we breathe more life into that 
concept, animating it so that it becomes a reality in this 
world. 

A few years back I was 
having a conversation 
with a fellow parishioner 
about all the bad news 
we come across every 
day. I told him how 
discouraging it can be to 
stay positive amid such 
violence, terror, injustice 
and darkness. What he 
said to me then 
completely changed my 
perspective. He said, 
?Brian, it is up to YOU to 
be the light in that 
darkness.? 

I felt completely 
empowered by that. Jesus 
said it very overtly: ?You 
are the light of the world. 
A city built on a hil l 
cannot be hid.? And that 
is why I support this 
mission. THIS place, 
THESE people: It is a light 
and a beacon for 
something that is truly 

idealistic, full of hope and love, directly opposed to 
cynicism and darkness. It is essential to me that this 
EXISTS. That it is here to recharge me, challenge me, and 
send me out into the world. What else in our lives does 
that? What else allows us to dare to believe in our own 
goodness and the goodness of this world? What else has 
to power to transform us into these kinds of creatures? 

As you contemplate pledging this year, I suggest that 
you try to listen to that inner voice. You know it is there. 
For me, it?s actually more of a feeling. It?s the part of me

continued next page



SERVANTS FOR JUSTICE

Deacon Speakin'

Celebrat ing and look ing forward
Dear St. Thomasites,  

   Happy New Year and a very 
Blessed 2017! 

   This past week on December 
21st, we celebrated the feast day 
of our patron Saint the Apostle 
Thomas in prayer. Sadly, his feast 
day is so close to Christmas it 

seems to fall away in the pre-Christmas preparations and 
celebrations. Perhaps we should establish for him a new 
day? 

At St. Thomas we had a number of celebrations. We began 
the month with the Celebrat ion of  Michael  Earnest , as he 
received the well-deserved Ken Lewis Award for his 
dedication and service to The Colorado Haiti Project. Our 
Advent project continued through the month as we enjoyed 
the video?s of Petit Trou de Nippes as they recover from 
Hurricane Matthew. Thank you for your contributions! 

We enjoyed Purnell Steen?s Christmas concert December 

10th, followed by John Bullock?s Boulder Renaissance 
Consort December 11th. 

On the fourth anniversary of Sandy Hook, there was a 
Candlelight Vigil at Messiah Community Church where 
about 75 members of Park Hill Churches walked solemnly 
along both sides of Colorado Blvd with signs, remembering 
victims of Gun Violence. 

December 18th brought the Clydesdales to Park Hill and a 
load of St. Thomas families rode along the streets of Park 
Hill singing Christmas Carols. It was quite cold, but it was a 
lovely occasion, many thanks to Elizabeth Bennett?s 
creativity. 

I hope the Christmas celebrations at St. Thomas brought 
you joy and peace! 

Blessings and prayers for peace in the New Year, 

Deacon Sally 

st ewar dship

...continued

 that isn?t cynical, that wants desperately to believe, that 
yearns to see good in everyone, that wishes to see the 
world remade. It?s the part of me beyond logic and 
beyond the checkbook. What is that voice saying? Is it 
tell ing you this is your home? Is it invit ing you deeper 
into this journey? 

?So Brian,? you may ask, ?at this point, do you 
BELIEVE?? Well, as far as the ins and outs of theological 
propositions, frankly I?m stil l wrestling. Like many of us, I 
think. Even stil l, I can say my faith has grown through the 
experience of St. Thomas. There are times when I simply 
KNOW that God is there. 

About a year ago, when Ruth announced she was 
leaving St. Thomas, I was considering a move to a 

dif ferent church. And one warm Saturday afternoon in 
October, I had just f inished practicing a few hymns on the 
organ for Sunday and was walking to the parking lot. It 
was one of those amazing fall days in Denver, the sun 
was in that late-afternoon golden stage, and several St. 
Thomas parishioners were making their f inal harvests 
from the community garden. As I crossed 22nd Avenue, 
out of the blue one of them came up to me (someone I 
did not know well) and gave me a huge hug and thanked 
me for serenading their garden time. I was completely 
taken aback with this unexpected, warm greeting. And it 
communicated a message that I needed to receive: Stay. 

I?m convinced that this is one way God speaks. Person 
to person. A feeling of warmth and acceptance. A 
knowing that this moment is just as it should be, and I am 
right where I need to be ?  home. 



LIBRARY CORNER

By Elsie Galbreath Haley 

   Since the beginning of 
November, I have been one 
of six St. Thomas 
parishioners who have 
been working as cultural 
mentors to an Afghani 
refugee family. It has been 
a wonderful experience, 
but also challenging in 
ways I don?t think any of us 
expected. One thing I 
learned quite quickly was 
how litt le I knew about 
Afghan culture, language 
and religion (which is 

predominately the Sunni branch of Islam). So when I was 
asked to write this column, it seemed like a good time to 
see what our library had to offer. I knew that there was a 
section on world religions, located immediately below 
the library sign out book, so that?s where I started. 

The f irst book to catch my attention was Islam, a 
collection of major writ ings of Islam edited by John 
Alden Will iams. The copyright and publication year of 
this anthology is 1962, which is both a plus and a minus. 
The plus is that nothing in the book has been affected by 
the post-9/11 discourse. The minus is the same. The 
observation of the writer of the dust jacket notes 
comments, ?There emerges from this book a clear sense 
of the overwhelming unity of the tradition of Islam. ? It is 
in {this} that the reader will f ind the power that has 
welded Muslims together in a spirit which transcends 
both national and continental boundaries.? If  this unity 
ever existed, it clearly is no longer so. 

Islam is divided into six sections. The f irst two, ?The 
Qur?an: The Word of God? and ?The Hadith: The News of 
God?s Messenger,? discuss the roles of God (Allah) and 
the history of Muhammad, considering his roles as 
messenger, founder, legislator, model and prophet. The 
third section, ?The Law: Fiqh, Shari?a?, considers the 
regulation of personal statues and the community as well 
as the universality of the law. I was intrigued by the 
fourth section, ?Sufism: The Interior Religion of the 

Community.? It examines groups that, with one 
exception, are familiar to Christians as well: the ascetics, 
the ecstatics, the antinomians, the poets and the 
dervishes. Section f ive considers statements from 
theologians, and the f inal section looks at several groups 
of dissidents. 

The contemporary 
text that seemed most 
relevant to the 
experience of many 
current refugees is one 
from the children?s 
section, written for 
middle school age 
students, but also 
interesting for adult 
readers: Mud City, the 
third book of the 
Breadwinner Trilogy by 
Canadian author 
Deborah Ellis. This book 
chronicles the dif f icult 
journey of a young Afghan refugee, who leaves her 
family and friends in war torn Kabul to pursue her dream 
to make a new life in France. In a series of 
misadventures, some of which include her disguising 
herself  as a boy, she deals with life in a Pakistani refugee 
camp and on the street in Peshawar. The trilogy, which 
also includes The Breadwinner and Parvana?s Journey, 
were inspired by Ellis? travels to Afghan refugee camps in 
Pakistan in the early 2000?s to interview Afghan women. 
This also resulted in her book Women of the Afghan War. 

There are other texts in the library that examine Islam 
in dif ferent ways, but these are a good place to start. 

 

 

Two books t o help you learn m ore about  Islam





Dear Partners in Mission, 

   Ana is a member of my church and aunt to my god children. She 
lives in her brother?s house which is a rather rickety affair. Living 
in the tropics, rain is far more prevalent than what I was used to in 
Colorado. Unfortunately, this house is about 2 feet below the 
level of the unpaved street which allows the muddy (at best) 
overf low to run straight into the house when it rains. Patched 
together with pieces of t in and wood, the walls and roof are leaky 
as well and she?s been dreaming of moving out for several years. 

A few years ago, one of her sons had a chance with baseball and was signed. They used 
that money to buy a site and put the walls up for a house, but he was cut from the team 
before they could f inish. Her husband works in the cane f ields and she does bits and 
pieces domestically when she can. These are not jobs which produce enough income to 
save for construction costs. With Hurricane Matthew passing through recently, these 
regular problems are only intensif ied for this family and many others. 

   Would you please pray about how you might be able to partner with the consolation 
ministry of my church to help Ana and others in similarly risky living conditions in my 
community? If  you feel called to donate to this specif ic project, please send a check 
made out to SAMS, with ?Donahoe project? in the memo line. 100%  of your donation will 

go to materials and labor to improve people?s living 
conditions which will impact their health as well. 

Thanks to God and to my faithful supporters, the PT 
clinic I mentioned in the previous quarterly opened 
its doors in October. We?ve had several hiccups 
along the way, but with God?s help we are serving 
people in need of physical therapy now, gradually 
easing into what will be a productive clinic. Please 
pray for sustainable growth in this project. I pray 
that God blesses 

your Christmas with joy and that the Holy Spirit f il ls 
your heart with love, faith and peace every day of 
2016! 

 In Christ, 

 Cathy 
 

Cathy Donahoe is a SAMS Missionary and Physical Therapist 
serving in the Dominican Republic. Donations: SAMS, PO Box 
399; Ambridge, PA  15003 with Cathy Donahoe in the memo 
line of the check or go to the website 
https://secure-q.net/Donations/SAMS/3311 or 
http:/ /samsusa.org/givetomissionaries Cards/letters: Cathy 
Donahoe, Apartado 587, San Pedro de Macoris 21000, 
Dominican Republic 

Email: cathyd@turbonet.com  website: www.cathydonahoe.net 
(more pictures available on the website.) 

Car ibbean Repor t : Helping t hose in need
Januar y

Bir t hdays  

1 ? Nancy Angle, Mark 
Beckwith 

4 ? Jim Knopf; Jackie 
Rademacher 

5 ? Becca Atayde 

6 ? Charm Gilmore; Sean 
Middleswart; Nathalie Moir 

7 ? Kyoshin Harrower; Judy 
Swinnerton 

8 ? Marcellus Caston 

9 ? Max Power 

11 ? Lisa Atufunwa 

13 ? Ann Myers-Martin 

15 ? Camden Van Buskirk 

18 ? Ann Schomburg 

22 ? Rebecca Adolphson; 
Alex Stark 

23 ? Kardaryl Spears 

24 ? Morgan Harrower 

26 ? Ed Donahoe 

29 ? Tory Moir 

     anniver sar ies
13 ? Clarence & Eva 
Will iams

23 ? Roy & Ginny Smith 

https://secure-q.net/Donations/SAMS/3311
http://samsusa.org/givetomissionaries
http://www.cathydonahoe.net


The Spirituals Project and its founder, Arthur Jones, have a long history with St. Thomas. The Spirituals Project Choir has 
performed at St. Thomas several t imes, most recently last winter. Arthur Jones has performed numerous times, 
including two benefit recitals for Shining Hope for Communities. 

 This is the inaugural concert of The Spirituals Project Choir in its new home at the DU Lamont School of Music. Get your 
tickets early, as they anticipate this selling out. 



By  El izabeth Bennet t  

Colorado Bishop Rob O?Neill is offering a matching 
grant of $1000 to help to replace the roof of St. George?s 
Cathedral in Cape Town, South Africa. Bono is 
contributing. The South African government is pitching in. 
And people in South Africa are buying tiles, sometimes 
one at a time. 
I have a personal history at St. George?s. When we lived in 
South Africa in 1994, we heard Archbishop Tutu preach 
here. He had just published The Rainbow People of God, 
and I introduced him to my rainbow family after the 
service. He kissed my ten-year-old daughter Jessye, who 
swore she would never wash her face. Six months later, 
on the f irst celebration of Freedom Day, now a national 
holiday in South Africa, there were two Nobel Peace Prize 
winners present? Archbishop Tutu and F. W. DeKlerk, who 
sat in front of us. The racially mixed congregation sang 
together the words of the old National Anthem under 
apartheid and ?Nkosi Sikele Afrika?, the freedom song of 
the African National Congress which, for years, had been 
forbidden and resulted in countless people being banned 
or imprisoned. 

On later trips, we visited the exhibit in the crypt of the 
Cathedral which commemorates the March of Freedom 
which then-Archbishop Tutu led in 1989. More than 
30,000 people of all races marched to bring down the 
apartheid system. The march led to similar marches in 
many other parts of South Africa. Five years later, Nelson 
Mandela was inaugurated President of the Republic of 

South Africa. 

Tutu said, ??And so we came to the cathedral to pray, 
Muslim, Jew, Christian, black, white ? our rainbow nation 
? and as we walked out into the streets of Cape Town it 
was exhilarating to be joined by thousands, swept along 
in the realisation of the dream that freedom is possible.? 

The Crypt also tells the moving story of South Africa?s 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission, led by Archbishop 
Tutu.
 
St. George?s has long been known as ?The People?s 
Cathedral,? and was a sanctuary for people oppressed by 
apartheid. It remains a bastion of social justice, working 
with refugees, advocating sustainable agriculture, and 
f ighting for the downtrodden in South Africa and the 
wider world.  

And? their roof is fall ing in. As Archbishop Tutu?s life 
draws to a close, I ask each of you to support his legacy 
by symbolically buying a roof t ile? a gif t of $10 or more 
can help this congregation which lives the values of St. 
Thomas, continue its ministry and legacy of justice, 
forgiveness, and reconciliation. 

 Please make contributions to the plate on Sundays, or 
to the church off ice. Make checks out to St. Thomas with a 
notation for ?St. George?s Cathedral?. 

 Thank you! 

Wil l  you give $10 to save Tutu?s Cathedral? 

Ant i-Apartheid Landmark in desperate need of  roof ! 





Food Ingathering for Greater Park Hil l  
Community Food Bank: Sunday, January 1 

Our monthly ingathering of food on the 
f irst Sunday of the month benefits the 
Greater Park Hill Community Food Bank. 
The Servants for Justice Committee 

prepares sacks with lists of the most needed items. The sacks 
are available at the back of the church.  If  you would like to 
take a sack, f il l it with one or many items, and return it on the 
f irst Sunday of the month, you will be helping to feed hungry 
neighbors. 

January Of f ice Closures ? The Parish Off ice 
will be closed on January 2 (New Year?s 
Day) and January 16 (Martin Luther King 

Day). 

Men?s Group Breakfast  ? This month?s 
meeting of the St. Thomas Men?s Group will 
be on Saturday, January 14 at 9:00 am at 
the 35th Avenue Gril l (Park Hill Golf  
Course), 4141 E. 35th Avenue, Denver. 

Altar Flowers ? A donation of altar 
f lowers is a great way to remember 
loved ones, anniversaries, birthdays, and 
those who have gone on to sainthood 
before us.  To donate f lowers, please 
sign up in the Great Hall.  You may bring 
in your own f lowers or the off ice will 

order them with your $50.00 donation. 

St. Thomas Cof fee Hour ? Please join us for 
refreshments and fellowship in the Great 
Hall after each service. We gladly welcome 
any contributions (store bought or 
home-made) or cash donations to help 
cover the cost. A coffee hour sign-up sheet 
is on the counter. Please sign up! Contact Ginny Smith at 
303-404-3491 with any questions. 

Save the Date: The St. Thomas Annual 
Meeting will be held on Sunday, February 5.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS

EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN JANUARY
1 ? New Year?s Day ? Sunday Mass at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

1 ? Greater Park Hill Food Pantry Sunday 

2 ? Parish Off ice closed for the New Year?s Day holiday 

14 ? Men?s Group Breakfast at the Park Hill Golf  Course at 
8:30 am

16 ? Vestry Meeting at 6:30 pm 

23 ? Bold Living Deadline for February issue 

16 ? Parish Off ice closed for the Martin Luther King, Jr. 
holiday

Weekly: 

Tuesday Morning Eucharist ? Tuesdays at 9:15 am

Theology Class ? Tuesdays at 10:00 am 

A.A. ? Tuesdays at 6:00 pm 

St. Thomas Choir Practice ? Tuesdays at 7:00 pm 

Morning Prayer ? Wednesdays at 7:00 am 

One World Singers Rehearsals ? Thursdays at 7:00 pm 

Al Anon ? Fridays at noon 

Sunday Services ? 8:00 am Spoken Mass & 10:30 am Sung 
Mass 

Christian Education for All Ages ? Sunday at 9:15 am 
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Our M ission
Boldly living with Christ, we open doors to God?s household of love

as we welcome and embrace all people
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