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By El izabeth Bennet t

One hundred f if ty year old historic St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church has called a new rector. The Rev. 
Rebecca Justice Schunior is known as Justi, and she is 
well-named. As a child, she thought that war was a bad 
idea, and she should work for peace. As a teen she 
volunteered at Headstart, a homeless shelter, Amnesty 
International, and worked with an anti-gun-violence 
group. 

Her parents were civil rights activists (her 
mother was kicked out of college for her 
activism) and Rev. Justi credits her parents 
for having ?raised their children as litt le 
adults,? and encouraging them to get 
involved. ?We care? and we show that by 
who we are and what we do.? 

Rev. Justi?s father was a labor organizer. 
She grew up talking polit ics and believing 
that people could make changes, make 
things better. ?As a teen, I believed that the 
world was broken, and we needed to do 
whatever we could do to be healers. I 
wanted to save the world.? 

She went to St. John?s in Annapolis for 
college and loved their great books 
program. ?I love to read, and I love to 
talk? the small discussion groups were great 
for me. I?m a bit of a Renaissance woman 
and loved the enormous variety of subject 
and authors.? Middlemarch remains her favorite book. 
?I?m not Dorothea, but l ike her, I long to f ind ways to use 
my life and my gif ts in ways that will serve God and my 
neighbor.? 

Rev. Justi also loved Pride and Prejudice, Howard?s End, 
Invisible Man, and said that Toni Morrison?s Beloved was a 
life-changing book for her. ?Reading creates empathy. 
Even as a child of progressive parents, my mind and my 
heart needed to grow. My inheritance is as a southerner, 
and a daughter of activists. My job is to grow beyond 
them. There is no cause I care about more than race 
relations.? 

She continued writ ing letters through Bread for the 
World, lobbying, and expanding her areas of social 
concern to include apartheid, LGBTQ equality, and more. 

Rev. Justi went to Candler School of Theology at Emory 

University in Atlanta and was ordained in 2009, and 
served in several historical churches ?where George 
Washington had planted his boots? ?  She felt 
constrained by a culture where ?inclusion meant not 
making people upset,? and went to a church on Capitol 
Hill in Washington DC as Associate Rector. 

She credits her husband Andrew with teaching her how 
to have fun and a lighter heart while working to change 
the world. She works hard on work/ life balance, and takes 

time for golf  (?I?m pretty bad.?) A tap 
dancer for twelve years, she and 
Andrew love to dance and burn up a 
dance f loor swing dancing. As a 
native North Carolinian, she is an 
avid Tarheels fan and loves college 
basketball. Her aura of serious 
clergyperson is leavened by ?killer 
shoes? - she delighted the St. 
Thomas congregation with red 
stilettos for Pentecost. 

A friend who knew her well 
suggested she look at St. Thomas 
because of its history as a social 
justice church. St. Thomas went 
through an eighteen-month search 
process, attracting candidates from 
all over the U.S. Rev. Justi is the 
youngest rector in the church?s 

history. 

?I have strong ideas about what it 
means to follow Jesus and make changes,? she says. St. 
Thomas is a multi-generational, multi-racial church, with 
an active LGBTQ membership and a tradition of f ine 
music, including traditional Anglican, spirituals, and 
gospel. 

During the summer, a single Sunday service is held at 
9:00. In the fall, the double service schedule resumes, 
8:00 and 10:30. Newcomers are welcome! 
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Dear Saint Thomas Family, 

On Saturday 22 July, the Feast of Mary Magdalene, I will 
make my f irst Profession of Vows in the Brotherhood of 
Saint Gregory. The rite of profession will take place 
during the f inal Eucharist of BSG?s Summer Convocation 
at a retreat center in New York State. This is the 
culmination of my three years of formation in the 
Community (one as postulant, two as novice) and two 
years of discernment before that. And of course, it is far 
more beginning than ending. 

Consecrating my life with these vows of Poverty, 
Chastity, and Obedience is my calling from God, my 
particular way of following and dedicating my life to 
Jesus. Though it may be more visible to the world, it is 
neither better nor more important than your particular 
calling from God. 

I could not have arrived at this step without the support 
of my home parish. Your love and friendship have 
nourished me through my novitiate, and many of you 
have modeled these vows for me: you are living them in 
various ways even without having made them! 

What will be dif ferent about me on 22 July? The most 
obvious changes will be superf icial: a brown scapular will 
go over my tunic; I will exchange my cincture (rope belt) 
for one with three knots, representing the three vows; my 
wooden postulant/novice cross will be replaced by a 
brass profession cross; and the suff ix 
"n/BSG" after my name will become 
simply "BSG" 

But these changes are (to borrow a 
phrase from the Catechism) "outward 
and visible signs of inward and 
spiritual" changes that have been 
taking place in me over those 
formation/discernment years, and that 
will continue as God continues to 

shape me through the Gregorian Rule and Vows. 

I'm not sure exactly what I'l l feel in the moment, but it 
will no doubt be an emotional t ime. Most religious mark 
the anniversaries of their First Profession almost as one 
would a birthday or wedding anniversary. 

I ask your prayers as I prepare for and make these vows, 
that God will make me ready for them and keep me 
worthy of them, and that through them I may better serve 
God and God's people. 

And I hope you all know that I am always more than 
happy to talk about my vocation to BSG and religious life 
in general. If  you have any questions, please ask! 

Love and peace to all of you, 

Brother Scott-Michael, n/BSG 

Brother Scot t -Michael  to make his f irst  Profession of  Vows

Brother Scott-Michael with his mentors, Br. Ron Fender, BSG, 
and Br. Karekin Madteos Yarian, BSG, on the day he was 
clothed a novice in 2015 (photo: The Rev. Br. Richard Edward 
Helmer, BSG) 



By Mike Earnest 

The Colorado Department of Public Health and 
Environment recently released their latest report, 
Firearm Deaths in Colorado, 2010-2015. Sadly, our 
state?s epidemic of violence, injury and death from 
f irearms is continuing unabated. More people in 
Colorado die from such injuries than die in car 
accidents. In 2015, 704 died from gun violence, 
compared with 596 in auto accidents (up from 556 and 
501, respectively, in 2010). For all ages, in the years 
2010 through 2015, 79%  of the deaths were from 
suicide. The injury and death rates in Colorado are well 
above those in the U.S. as a whole. Nationally, a total 
of over 33,000 people die from gun injuries each year, 
about 90 per day! The number of injuries and deaths 
have climbed steadily in recent years. 

What are we doing at St. Thomas to help prevent gun 
injuries and deaths?  Several years ago we convened 
our Gun Safety and Injury Prevention group (GSIP) and 
St. Thomas off icially joined the Colorado Faith 
Communities United to End Gun Violence (CFCU). 
CFCU is a collaboration of over 35 communities of 
faith - Protestant congregations, Catholic parishes, 
Islamic mosques, and Jewish synagogues - all 
committed to ending gun violence in Colorado and 
helping with the national effort. Through CFCU our 
parishioners lobby in support of legislation to make 
our communities safer (and oppose contrary 
legislation), work with governmental agencies who are 
trying to prevent gun injuries and deaths and take 
actions that raise public awareness of the epidemic. 

On Saturday, June 3, the Rev. Justi, her husband 
Andrew, and other parishioners participated in a march 
downtown to encourage our Denver City Council, 
legislature and governmental agencies to do more to 
address our gun violence problem. (See the photos). 
We later were encouraged to learn that on Monday, 
June 5, the Denver City Council declared that June is 
our city?s Gun Violence Awareness Month. 

Also, CFCU, including a St. Thomas member, met with 
the Denver Department of Public Health (DPH) to 
continue working with them to apply public health 
approaches to reducing gun violence in Denver. We 
were delighted to learn that the DPH, later this 

summer, will publish a detailed report on gun violence 
in Denver and how public health measures will help 
reduce the problem. The DPH will also feature the 
issue in one of their regular Vital Signs reports and will 
sponsor a conference at Denver Heath about the 
problem and how public health measures might help 
reduce it. (Watch for announcements in Bold Living, 
our service bulletins and e-blasts for further 
information.) 

And, recently our St. Thomas Servants for Justice 
group has begun planning toward engaging the larger 
problem of suicide in Denver and Colorado. That effort 
is in its early, formative stage. 

Do you want to join us in this important work? There 
are several elements with dif ferent parishioners 
involved ? legislative action, the public health 
init iative, and suicide prevention. If  you are interested 
in learning more or in helping our effort you can speak 
with Marian Frank, Mike Earnest, Jon Moore Stafford, 
Br. Scott Michael Pomerenk or Rev. Justi. We all 
welcome your input and questions. 

Gun Violence in Colorado
What is Happening? What is St . Thomas Doing?  What do You Want to Do? 



Photos from the march to encourage 
Denver City Council, legislature and 
governmental agencies to do more to 
address gun violence, June 3, 2017



EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN JULY
2 ? Greater Park Hill Food Pantry Sunday 

4 ? Parish Off ice Closed for Independence Day 

8 ? Men?s Group Breakfast at Bogie?s on the Park (2500 
York St.) at 8:00 am 

9 ? St. Thomas Concert Series featuring Clayton Massey 
and The House Worship Center at 4:00 pm 

17 ? Vestry Meeting at 6:30 pm 

23 ? Bold Living Deadline for August issue 

Weekly: 

Morning Eucharist ? Tuesdays at 9:15 am 

Theology Class ? Tuesdays at 10:00 am 

A.A. ? Tuesdays at 6:00 pm 

Morning Prayer ? Wednesdays at 7:00 am 

Al Anon ? Fridays at noon 

Summer Sunday service ? One mass at 9:00 am 

JuLY Bir t hdays  
2 ? Charles Sparks 

3 ? Hugh Pote 

4 ? Sue Blaes, John Laurila 

7 ? Cristy Jones 

8 ? Tony Alumkal, Penny Hayes 

9 ? George Smith 

10 ? Max McDermott 

13 ? Katherine Hall-Shalvoy 

14 ? Eddie Atayde, Eloise Wolfgram 

15 ? Jean Emery 

17 ? Marian Frank 

21 ? Bennett Miller 

22 ? George Bullock 

27 ? John Bullock, Carol Donahoe 

29 ? Joshua Galbraith 

30 ? Alexander Johnson 

31 ? Michelle Cooney 

     anniver sar ies
18 ? Collins & Grace Atufunwa 

19 ? Jasper & Tuula Fai 

20 ? V. J. Higgins & Sally 
Barton-Higgins 

Cherie Clark will be directing her Unpteenth St. 
Thomas production! Spoon River Anthology will 
be produced in late October or early November. 
We will needs actors, singers, guitar player(s), 
crew, and assistant director. Talk to Cherie if  
you are interested!

Theatre Returns to St . Thomas - We Need You!



 This month?s ?What?s On 
in the High Plains 
Region,? article was 
written by the Rev. Terry 
McGugan, member of the 
High Plains Region 
Executive Committee. 

There are 25 Churches in the High Plains Region 
and some are only a few miles apart from each other. 
But more often than not we don?t interact with each 
other. There is a sense in which over time we have 
become independent churches connected to the 
diocese but not each other. Part of the design of the 
Regions of the Diocese was to build collaborative 
and effective ministry partnerships and community. 
Unfortunately we have been living in silos more than 
community. So the question is, ?How do we tear 
down our silos and build community in the region?? 
Well, the Region?s f irst step has been to gather clergy 
in small cluster groups based upon geography. The 
plan is to build community and relationship between 
clergy that will facil itate great relationship between 
parishes. 

Our second step to further relationship building 
among parishes, clergy, and lay leadership is in 
sponsoring a Gathering of  the Region. The objective 
is to connect as leaders, rally around key missional 
init iatives going on in the region, build real and 
authentic relationships, and plan for the future 

together. This Gathering of  the Region, Rejoicing in 
God?s Kingdom, is scheduled for Saturday, November 
11, 2017. More information about this event will be 
coming over the summer. All Episcopalians are 
encouraged to attend. 

Finally, beyond the Gathering in November, our 
hope is new relationships will be built around 
common ministry and mission. These relationships 
will jump start new collaboration and connections, 
binding our parishes together and making us even 
more effective in ministry and witness. Perhaps 
Outreach leaders of parishes will connect and f ind 
ways to collaborate. Perhaps Christian Formation and 
Youth Leaders will connect and look at new ways to 
do things in partnership. Together we are stronger 
and more effective in ministry and mission. It?s time 
to start tearing down the silos and start building 
community. Please join us! 

 Tearing Down Silos and Building Community  

The Gathering, November 2017 



Food Ingathering for Greater Park Hil l  Community 
Food Pantry ? Sunday, July 2 ? Our monthly 
ingathering of food on the f irst Sunday of the month 
benefits the Greater Park Hill Community Food 
Pantry. The Servants for Justice Committee prepares 
sacks with lists of the most needed items. The sacks 
are available at the back of the church.  If  you would 
like to take a sack, f il l it with one or many items, and 
return it on the f irst Sunday of the month, you will be 
helping to feed hungry neighbors. 

The Parish Of f ice wil l  be closed for Independence 
Day on Tuesday, July 4. 

Men?s Group Breakfast  ? This month?s meeting of the 
St. Thomas Men?s Group will be on Saturday, July 8 at 
8:00 am at Bogie?s on the Park (City Park Golf 
Course), 2500 York St., Denver. 

St. Thomas Concert  Series: Clayton Massey & The 
House Worship Center ? On Sunday, July 9 at 4:00 
pm, our series of short, hour-long concerts on 
Sunday afternoons will feature Clayton Massey and 
The House Worship Center. The concert is free and 
open to the public; a free-will offering will be 
collected to benefit St. Thomas Episcopal Church.      

SAVE THE DATE: Sunday, August  20 ? Worship in the 
Park ? A wonderful event in our parish life is our 
annual Worship in the Park, a 9:00 a.m. outdoor mass 
followed by a parish-wide picnic. Invite your friends 
and neighbors. We?ll be at a new location this year: 
Congress Park, located at 8th Ave. and Josephine St. 

Al tar Flowers ? A donation of altar f lowers is a great 
way to remember loved ones, anniversaries, 
birthdays, and those who have gone on to sainthood 
before us. To donate f lowers, please sign up in the 
Great Hall. You may bring in your own f lowers or the 
off ice will order them with your $50.00 donation. 

St. Thomas Cof fee Hour ? Please join us for 
refreshments and fellowship in the Great Hall after 
each service. We gladly welcome any contributions 
(store bought or home-made) or cash donations to 
help cover the cost. A coffee hour sign-up sheet is on 
the counter. Please sign up! Contact Susan Eaton at 
813-629-2588 or Ginny Smith at 303-404-3491 with 
any questions. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

A legacy is the most personal of gif ts that we 
bequeath to those coming after us. No doubt, each 
of us will leave a legacy: how that legacy looks is 
closely tied to the paths traveled and choices made 
during our lifetime. The values and parts of our l ife 
that we cherish are preserved and transmitted to 
others through our legacy. 

We now have an opportunity to leave another 
kind of legacy: not only the imprint from our daily 
and weekly worship and service at St. Thomas, but 
also to forge a connection with future parishioners. 

St. Thomas is meeting the call to init iate a Legacy 
Society to build an Endowment that will be used to 
support the future life of the church. Through God?s 
grace and your generosity, St. Thomas will be well 
equipped for the future of this faith community. 

Also, St. Thomas benefits from a Legacy Society in 
other ways. It provides a way to acknowledge and 
thank donors during their l ifetime for making a 
bequest to the church. More so, the Society serves 
to enable members and friends to witness to the 
value of St. Thomas in their l ives. 

Please consider to give a legacy gif t today.  The 
enrollment form can be found using this link. 
Please complete and send the enrollment form to 
The St. Thomas Legacy Committee to the address at 
bottom of form.    

 -Mable Jenkins

Legacy Societ y

https://mike-orr-p2cs.squarespace.com/s/Legacy_Enrollment_StThomas_20160309-r1-2.pdf
https://mike-orr-p2cs.squarespace.com/s/Legacy_Enrollment_StThomas_20160309-r1-2.pdf


Financial   Repor t   f or   November  2016

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR MAY 2017
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Our M ission
Boldly living with Christ, we open doors to God?s household of love

as we welcome and embrace all people
through worship, service, and learning within and beyond our walls.


