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By Ginny Smith

Spring is f inally here, so summer can't be far behind! 
Gardeners met for our Spring Work Day on Saturday, May 
6th. We completed our list of projects... pulled weeds, 
reset many of the pavers that surround the garden, 
installed our DUG sign at the corner of 22nd and Dexter, 
f il led in bare spots around the beds with crusher f ines, 
and last but not least, gave "Buck's Maple" a good 
watering! The tree is quite healthy! 

It was  hot - 80 degrees as the morning wore on - but 
fun! - gardeners seemed to enjoy each other, helped each 
other, and conversations and laughter rang up and down 
the garden. 

Jim and Kate Blanas, a pair of our original gardeners 
who live across      from St. Thomas, picked up crusher 

f ines to f il l in the sparse spaces around our raised beds. 
For those of you who say, "Crusher Fines?? Crushed  
gravel that provides  a compacted surface for walking. 
There is landscape fabric on the ground under the crusher 
f ines to help keep the weeds down. 

Do walk by our gardens when you have time! The 
poppies are blooming, and the bees are busy in the 
poppies. The benches around the tree, when shaded, are 
a respite from the sun. You may have noticed our new 
concrete bench and petunia and pansy pots at the west 
end of the raised beds giving definit ion to the garden at 
that end. 

Again this year, a percentage of our produce will go to 
the Greater Park Hill Food Bank. 

St. Thomas Community Garden News

Claire Gilmore:

"Dear St. Thomas community, I graduate from East High 
School this week! What a whirlwind High School has 
been! But I have received an academic and f ield hockey 
scholarship to Lindenwood University in St. Charles, MO. 
There I plan to study Anthropology and World Religions. 
The St. Thomas community, and Episcopal Youth 
Leadership, has inspired me to continue working 
towards helping those less fortunate than me, and I hope 
to join the Peace Corps out of college, and then continue 
in the Non prof it sector, helping out around the world. 
Without the love and support of this community I would 
not have been able to travel to Petit Trous, Haiti. That 
trip truly changed my world view, and my life. Thank you 
St. Thomas."

Congratulat ions to the Class of  2017!

A'shant i Harris, graduating from Eaglecrest H.S.:

"After high school I plan on networking and taking a gap 
year to learn about and perfect my craft of music. I want 
to f ind an apprenticeship at music company or a DJing 
company to learn about the music business and gain an 
inside peak at the music industry. "

Sergio Mukokomani:

"After a great senior year in high school, I am headed to 
Phoenix, Arizona to attend Grand Canyon University. I 
plans to major in sports management, play on intramural 
teams, and have some fun in the sun in Phoenix."

Ben Vandal :

"I will be attending Washington State University in 
Pullman, Washington. I will plan to study 
Communications and Sports Management while also 
playing for the club baseball team!"

Below are some of the graduates' plans for after high school.



By Tony Alumkal  

  Some of you 
heard me discuss 
my 
book-in-progress 
during Adult 
Forum in the fall 
of 2015. I am 
pleased to say that 
it was released on 
May 23. Paranoid 
Science: The 
Christian Right?s 
War on Reality 
(New York 
University Press) 
examines the 
Christian Right?s 
anti-science 

agenda. When the work of scientists threatens the 
theology or polit ics of Christian Right leaders, these 
leaders respond by creating paranoid conspiracy 
theories. They depict scientists as not only peddling false 
information, but also threatening to undermine the moral 
foundation of American society. The Christian Right 
trades science for pseudoscience, and in the process 
creates its own alternative reality. 

The book includes four case study chapters. Chapter 1 
examines intell igent design creationism. ID leaders argue 
that evolutionary biology is not supported by empirical 
evidence but is instead based on atheistic philosophy. 
The alleged secret goal of biologists is to undermine 
belief in God. 

Chapter 2 examines the ex-gay movement, which 
attempt to ?cure? same-sex attraction through prayer and 
psychological counseling. Ex-gay leaders argue that the 
psychiatric, psychological, and medical guilds are 

suppressing the scientif ic truth that homosexuality is a 
curable il lness as these guilds follow the polit ical agenda 
of gay activists. 

Chapter 3 examines Christian Right leaders? bioethics 
agenda, which follows from their belief in human 
exceptionalism. They oppose embryonic stem cell 
research, cybernetic enhancements of human bodies, 
germline human genetic engineering, medical aid in 
dying, and withdrawal of l ife support. Christian Right 
leaders argue that ignoring their advice will send 
American society down a slippery slope to Aldous 
Huxley?s Brave New World. 

Chapter 4 examines the split in the Christian Right 
concerning environmentalism. While the moderate right 
is will ing to accept the existence of anthropogenic 
climate change, the far right supports the denial efforts 
of the fossil fuel industry. Environmentalists, the far right 
argues, are inspired by Satan, anti-human, pro-death, and 
plotting to create a totalitarian government that will 
control the world. 

As I was f inishing Paranoid Science, I began planning 
another book. This next book will crit ique popular 
?progressive Christian? writers like Marcus Borg, John 
Shelby Spong, and John Dominic Crossan. My thesis will 
be that the popular version of progressive Christianity is 
a marketing category and not an accurate theological 
description. I will make at least three specif ic arguments 
about these writers: 1) They recycle old liberal Protestant 
and Unitarian theology and rely on dated scholarship. 
This makes them ?retro-liberal? rather than progressive. 
2) They engage in the same kind of binary (either/or) 
thinking characteristic of fundamentalism. 3) Their 
project is steeped in white, middle-class privilege and 
largely ignores the various forms of l iberation theology. I 
plan to present pieces of the next book in Adult Form as 
the writ ing comes together. 

New Book by St . Thomas Member Takes on Christ ian Right  Pseudoscience



By Marian Frank 

The 2017 Colorado legislative session has adjourned 
and all the ?bad? gun bills were defeated. Many thanks to 
the members of the Rapid Response Team for the calls, 
e-mails or hearings they attended to oppose these bills. 
We need more members to strengthen this work. Please 
read this, and if  you are will ing to get involved, contact 
Marian Frank at g123sawyer@gmail.com, 303-355-2348 
or Mike Earnest at mpearnest@comcast.net, 
303-355-7436. 

The following information is taken from a Ceasefire 
Colorado e-mail. 

The defeated Bil ls were: 

Guns in Schools. One of these bills was purported to 
be a training bil l for teachers to learn gun safety but 
was really a back door scheme to arm teachers and 
other school staff . 

Concealed Carry Permits for Mil i tary under the age 
of  21. The military doesn?t allow enlisted men and 
women to carry guns when on leave and they can?t 
take any weapons with them when they are 
discharged.  Also, those under 21 may not legally 
purchase a handgun in Colorado. 

Repeal  High Capacity Magazine Ban. There has been 
an attempt to repeal this law for 4 years. 

Stand Your Ground in Business Locat ion. This bil l 
would give someone in a business location the right 
to shoot an intruder and claim self-defense. The same 
bill has been defeated for 12 years.

Permit less Conceal  Carry. This bil l, which has been 
defeated for 12 years, would have permitted a gun 

owner to ?conceal carry? the gun anywhere without a 
permit to do so. 

Unfortunately our work is not done this year. There are 
Federal Bills for which we need to be concerned. Both the 
Senate and the House of Representatives have offered 
bills to make ?silencers? easier to obtain. These bills 
would pre-empt state laws and are touted as hearing 
protection. Colorado Faith Communities United to End 
Gun Violence (CFCU) strongly opposes these bills 
because of the danger of not knowing where the active 
shooter is. It also would disable Denver?s Shotspotter 
system which enables the police to identify the location 
of the active shooter. 

Both the Senate and House have bills Mandating 
Concealed Carry that would require that every state 
honor concealed carry permits from other states. The 
House version even would allow someone denied a 
permit in Colorado to get one in a state that doesn?t 
require residency, such as Utah, and would allow 
individuals to take their guns into K-12 schools.  These 
concealed gun owners could also sue law off icers, state 
or other polit ical divisions, if  they are arrested or 
detained for carrying a weapon. 

There is a Federal  bi l l , HR 1478 Gun Violence Research 
Act , which CFCU supports. This bil l would repeal the 
provision that, in practice, prohibits the Department of 
Health and Human Services from sponsoring research on 
gun violence. Without sponsorship, no funds are 
allocated to study the impact of gun violence on our 
society. 

When these bills are up for vote, we?ll be in touch with 
the Rapid Response Team. 

When defeat  is good



June
Bir t hdays  

5 ? Rex Wisehart 

6 ? Van Noy Harris 

7 ? Collins Atufunwa 

8 ? Jamie Thrun 

11 ? Barbara Medina 

12 ? Marquis Price; Brian 
Swanson 

14 ? Eva Will iams 

18 ? Edie Bell; Pete Hills 

20 ? Elizabeth Bennett, 
Angela Miller 

21 ? Dick Hayes 

23 ? David Knowles; 
Charleston Roy 

26 ? Tessa DeCecco 

28 ? Jasper Fai 

29 ? Teddy Hills 

30 ? Linda Alston 

     anniver sar ies
12 ? Elizabeth Bennett & 
Sara Luther 

15 ? Mike & Vicki Earnest 

17 ? E. J. O?Suilleabhain & 
Gordon Goode 

LIBRARY CORNER

By Carol  Donahoe

Results of a prowl through the Literature Section of St. Thomas? Emery Library: 

 The Afterlife and Other Stories by John Updike 

John Updike, a popular writer in the 80?s and 90?s, was probably best 
known for his short stories in The New Yorker magazine. Updike was an 
Episcopalian and a popular speaker at church conferences and 
seminars. One of his later publications, THE AFTERLIFE AND OTHER 
STORIES, may be found in our Emery Library. 

 

The Pearl by John Steinbeck 

Another well-known writer of a few decades ago was John Steinbeck, 
one of whose lesser known writ ings is THE PEARL. This slim, l itt le book 
is tucked into our Literature section. It tells the story of a f isherman 
who found a pearl beyond price and tried to use it to provide 
happiness?  

 

The Help by Kathryn Stocket t  

A more recent (2009) work of f iction, THE HELP, by Kathryn 
Stocket, was popular only a few years ago when it was made into a 
movie. The issue addressed in this book is stil l with us, but 
Stocket?s humorous presentation strikes a tell ing blow. 

 

The Book of Unknown Americans by Christ ina Henríquez is, sadly, a 
contemporary story that presents an all too realist picture of young 
love against the background of the appalling conditions of Mexican 
immigrants forced to work in the mushroom farms to support their 
families. In this case the family includes a special-needs girl whose 
experience of young love is especially poignant. No happy ending 
here! 

 

Feel free to conduct your own search in our Emery Library located on the second 
f loor overlooking the patio. 

Library Potpourri



EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN JUNE
4 ? Greater Park Hill Food Pantry Sunday 

10 ? Men?s Group Breakfast at Bogie?s on the Park (2500 
York St.) at 8:00 am 

11 ? Summer schedule begins: one Sunday mass at 9:00 
am 

19 ? Vestry Meeting at 6:30 pm 

23 ? Bold Living Deadline for July issue 

Weekly:  

Morning Eucharist ? Tuesdays at 9:15 am 

Theology Class ? Tuesdays at 10:00 am 

A.A. ? Tuesdays at 6:00 pm 

Morning Prayer ? Wednesdays at 7:00 am 

Al Anon ? Fridays at noon 

Summer Sunday service ? One mass at 9:00 am (begins 
June 11) 

Dear Partners in Mission, 

  God seems to always be 
teaching me things I need to 
learn. One day I needed to get 
a fasting blood sugar test and 
wanted to do it at the Clinica 
Episcopal Esperanza y 
Caridad. I usually go there 
after attending Morning 
Prayer and I decided to not 
change my routine. Even so, I 
was hoping it might be a short 

one and that popping by the post off ice on my way in 
would be quick. Well, such was not the case. Distractedly 
in my mind I was urging the person to hurry up with their 
meditation because I hadn?t eaten breakfast yet, but at 
the same time felt ridiculous, knowing that breakfast is 
not a given for so many people here. Pushing those 
self ish thoughts to the side, I tuned in to the person 
speaking. Someone also shared at length about a woman 
who had taken a turn for the worse in her health, for 
whom we prayed in our closing prayer. At the post off ice, 
I helped one of the staff  learn how to help her brother get 

the rehabilitation he needs following his amputation due 
to complications from his diabetes. Regardless of why I?m 
feeling rushed, stopping to listen to what others are 
really saying is the best way to show God?s love. God 
keeps helping me learn to slow down and be present with 
the person I?m with at the moment. Please pray that those 
around me feel God?s love coming through me in my 
words and actions. 

In Christ, 

Cathy 

Cathy Donahoe is a missionary with SAMS, the Society of 
Anglican Missionaries and Senders. She is serving in the 
Dominican Republic as a physical therapist in San Pedro de 
Macorís and Santo Domingo. E-mail: cathyd@turbonet.com  
Donations can be sent to SAMS (checks made to SAMS with 
Cathy?s name in the memo line): PO Box 399, Ambridge, PA  
15003.  Snail mail: Apartado 587, San Pedro de Macorís, 
Dominican Republic 21000  website: 
www.cathydonahoe.net 

Car ibbean Updat e:  List ening

http://www.cathydonahoe.net


In this month?s ?What?s On 
in the High Plains Region,? 
High Plains Executive 
Committee member Deborah 
Sampson shares about 
Never on Sunday Choir. The 
choir has received funding 
from the High Plains Region 
to further their ministry 

objectives. 

?Good evening. Our choir is Never on Sunday. That is an 
odd name, but most of our members sing in church choirs, so 
I promised them if  they would sing in this choir, I would 
never make them choose between us and their home choir.? 
That is how Joyce Culwell, founder and director of Never on 
Sunday, starts almost every concert after the choir sings 
their signature opening piece, ?Give Me.? The choir came 
about after Culwell led a group of singers on a concert tour 
in England. When the group returned home, they wanted to 
continue to sing together. After Culwell retired from 
directing the choir at St. Timothy?s in Centennial, she called 
on some of her England singers and other singers she knew 
to start rehearsing. The High Plains Region gave the choir 
$600 in seed money to buy music and sometimes hire an 
accompanist. Most of the f irst concerts were at nursing 
homes and senior l iving centers, but the choir did sing for 
the anniversary of St. Gabriel?s in Greenwood Village, for 
Intercession in Thornton?s Garden Party, and has a regular 
gig whenever a month has a f if th Tuesday at St. Clare?s 
Mission. The choir?s second year began singing ?Ubuntu,? a 
Zulu song about our interdependence, for the High Plains 

and Front Range Convocation. 

While life usually gets a litt le easier for church choir 

members after Easter, that was definitely not the case for 
Never on Sunday singers who sang the day after Easter at 
Children?s Hospital. They performed their f irst public 
concert the Sunday after Easter, breaking with the never on 
Sunday philosophy. The concert at St. James in Wheat Ridge 
raised money for Family Tree. Less than a week after that, 
the choir was an integral part of the Celebration of a New 

Ministry at St. Charles in Fort Morgan. 

Members of Never on Sunday belong to several dif ferent 
Episcopal parishes, a couple of Lutheran and Presbyterian 
churches, the LDS and assorted other denominations, and 

they sing for many reasons. 

?I like singing for dif ferent directors because each 
director gives me new techniques to apply to my singing,? 
Deborah Sampson, Good Shepherd in Centennial, said, ?and I 
am committed to outreach as part of the Baptismal 

covenant.? 

Never on Sunday members heard that St. Clare?s Mission 
was running a litt le short on money in December and 
individual members made donations to the Mission, but they 
also offered to sing a fundraising concert for the Mission if  
they wanted. That fundraising concert is Friday, June 9, 
beginning at 5:45pm at St. Peter and St. Mary, 2nd and 

Acoma, Denver. 

For more information about Never on Sunday, visit their 
website at www.neveronsundaychoir.org. If  you are 
interested in singing with Never on Sunday or in having the 
choir perform at an outreach event, you can reach Joyce 

Culwell at joyceculwell@msn.com or 303-888-9408. 

 Int roducing Never on Sunday Choir Car ibbean Updat e:  List ening



Food Ingathering for Greater Park Hil l  Community 
Food Pantry ? Sunday, June 4 ? Our monthly 
ingathering of food on the f irst Sunday of the month 
benefits the Greater Park Hill Community Food 
Pantry. The Servants for Justice Committee prepares 
sacks with lists of the most needed items. The sacks 
are available at the back of the church.  If  you would 
like to take a sack, f il l it with one or many items, and 
return it on the f irst Sunday of the month, you will be 
helping to feed hungry neighbors. 

Men?s Group Breakfast  ? This month?s meeting of the 
St. Thomas Men?s Group will be on Saturday, June 10 
at 8:00 am at Bogie?s on the Green (City Park Golf 
Course), 2500 York St., Denver. 

Summer Schedule wil l  begin on June 11 with one 
Sunday service at  9:00 a.m. 

Altar Flowers ? A donation of altar f lowers is a great 
way to remember loved ones, anniversaries, 
birthdays, and those who have gone on to sainthood 
before us.  To donate f lowers, please sign up in the 
Great Hall.  You may bring in your own f lowers or the 
off ice will order them with your $50.00 donation. 

St. Thomas Cof fee Hour ? Please join us for 
refreshments and fellowship in the Great Hall after 
each service. We gladly welcome any contributions 
(store bought or home-made) or cash donations to 
help cover the cost. A coffee hour sign-up sheet is on 
the counter. Please sign up! Contact Susan Eaton at 
813-629-2588 or Ginny Smith at 303-404-3491 with 
any questions. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

A legacy is the most personal of gif ts that we 
bequeath to those coming after us. No doubt, each 
of us will leave a legacy: how that legacy looks is 
closely tied to the paths traveled and choices made 
during our lifetime. The values and parts of our l ife 
that we cherish are preserved and transmitted to 
others through our legacy. 

We now have an opportunity to leave another 
kind of legacy: not only the imprint from our daily 
and weekly worship and service at St. Thomas, but 
also to forge a connection with future parishioners. 

St. Thomas is meeting the call to init iate a Legacy 
Society to build an Endowment that will be used to 
support the future life of the church. Through God?s 
grace and your generosity, St. Thomas will be well 
equipped for the future of this faith community. 

Also, St. Thomas benefits from a Legacy Society in 
other ways. It provides a way to acknowledge and 
thank donors during their l ifetime for making a 
bequest to the church. More so, the Society serves 
to enable members and friends to witness to the 
value of St. Thomas in their l ives. 

Please consider to give a legacy gif t today.  The 
enrollment form can be found using this link. 
Please complete and send the enrollment form to 
The St. Thomas Legacy Committee to the address at 
bottom of form.    

 -Mable Jenkins

Legacy Societ y

https://mike-orr-p2cs.squarespace.com/s/Legacy_Enrollment_StThomas_20160309-r1-2.pdf
https://mike-orr-p2cs.squarespace.com/s/Legacy_Enrollment_StThomas_20160309-r1-2.pdf


Financial   Repor t   f or   November  2016

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR Apr il 2017
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