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The Blessing of the Saints 

All Saint’s Day has always been a favorite of mine. I’m not sure why. But I think it started 

with my early memories in church. At my parish, children were invited to dress up as a saint – it 

was like an extra Halloween and the clergy had to guess who we were. I remember dressing up 

as St. Lucia which was fun because I got to wear a crown of candles on my head. This is what it’s 

like to be Gen X, people. My parents thought it was fine for me to wear a flaming headdress. I 

also remember dressing up as Saint Joan of Arc, which was also fun. That costume involved 

strapping a wooden beam to my back since, you know, Joan of Arc died by being burned at the 

stake.  

 Since then I’ve learned that saints don’t have to be people who died in gruesome ways 

or try to light their heads on fire. They can be anyone, just like the song says, “I mean to be one 

too!” If you don’t know the song I’m talking about be prepared to either hear the most 

charming, most adorable hymn you’ve ever heard or the dumbest, most cloying imaginable. 

There is no middle ground when it comes to “I sing a song of the saints of God.” 1 

 Anyway, I’ve learned that the saints are all those whom we love but see no longer. Some 

of them are very famous and some of them are not, but all of them are saints because we are 

                                                           
1 You can listen here! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=weBT5FgApKY 
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all called to the priesthood of all believers. I hope you’ve brought a saint with you today, 

someone you’d like to remember. If not, you can make room for a saint now.  

This is especially true on All Saints and memorial services, but what we do at every 

Eucharistic Prayer is to call on the communion of saints. We remember that the kingdom of this 

world has the false idea that what we can hold, touch, see, own, or control is all there is. But in 

the Kingdom of God this is not the case. The resurrection teaches us that God’s love is more 

powerful than all the hate and darkness and death that seem to be everywhere in the kingdom 

of this world. 

The saint I brought today is my mentor, Jane Dixon. She was my supervisor at my first 

call as a priest in Alexandria, Virginia. We spent a lot of time together. She was in her 70s when 

I first met her, and I was not, by far, her only mentee. She had been the second woman 

ordained in the Episcopal Church as a bishop and she had touched the lives of hundreds, if not 

thousands of people. She was very encouraging of me, so supportive; and she could be very 

hard on me. In fact, that’s exactly what she’d say when I’d done something that displeased her 

or disappointed her, which was not infrequently – “Now I’m going to be hard on you.” 

What I remember most about her is her joy in her vocation and her love of the church. 

She stood up for what she believed, sometimes at great cost. When I am frustrated by the 

demands of my work and the lack of resources to support it, when I become irritated with the 

inner workings of the church I remember her joy; I remember her faith. 

She was a very classy woman and she showed her usual flare by dying in her sleep on 

Christmas Eve after a dinner with her beloved husband, children, and grandchildren. It was a 
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well-timed exit, without suffering. And I’m not sure what human being could ask for more. But 

it broke my heart. 

But again, I remember her joy, her energy, and vitality and I know through the power of 

the resurrection we are still connected by memory, faith, and love. I hope, as I’ve been talking 

that you are remembering your own saints. You might want to light a candle for them after you 

take communion. 

Reviewing the lives of the saints can help us ask important questions, such as who are 

we? And who do we want to be? Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount is a lens we can use to see all of 

Jesus’ work, his ministry. It is his State of the Union on the Kingdom of God, what it is and what 

it will be. It is contrasted with the State of the Union of the world. It is the inversion of that 

world. 

What we translate in every translation I know as “blessed” is the Greek word Makarios. 

Blessed is a funny word. I get to do a fair amount of blessing in my line of work, but most of us 

aren’t really in the blessing business. It feels a little far off. “Happy” is perhaps a better word as 

long as we don’t understand it as the paper-thin happiness of the world we live in. Grieving 

people, the ones who mourn, are not happy in their suffering. But suffering ones might know a 

deeper happiness of finding God in the dark places, to realize that no place is too dark for God. 

An even better translation might be “honored are those”. Honored are those who thirst 

for righteousness. All of the categories named in the beatitudes are the opposite of those we 

would assume are honored – the wealthy, the satisfied. Yet these are the kinds of people God 

honors and so they are the kind of people we honor. 
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As Christians, we describe ourselves as people on the Way. We are on the way to that 

kingdom that Jesus talks about when we thirst for righteousness, when we care for those who 

are suffering. We are on the way, each of us, bringing our lights to make each other’s paths 

easier.  

I have been at St. Thomas for just under six months. It’s been a season of delight and 

challenge. And let me tell you I am blessed, happy, honored to be here. The time has come for 

us to begin planning and dreaming our way to another year. You all have done a great deal of 

planning and dreaming. That makes my job easier. I’m just walking the way you have forged. St. 

Thomas has been, is, and can be in all kinds of new ways a light to this city, this diocese, this 

world. I invite you to participate in our annual campaign. Know that Andrew and I will be 

prayerfully considering our gift to St. Thomas. We both know firsthand the kinds of pressure 

many of you might be under – living expenses, student loans, taking care of kids, or parents, or 

kids and parents. There are other worthy causes to support, and we support many as well.  

I’m not going to discuss a dollar amount or percentage you should give. It’s hard to 

separate the shame that comes along with discussing finances with what should be a joyful 

experience of generosity. Just remember that shame never has a place in God’s kingdom; it’s 

definitely one of the forces of darkness.  

What I will do is ask you to continue the work you’ve begun at St. Thomas and to dream 

even bigger and bolder. Who are we? Who do we want to be? You might not be feeling very 

blessed, or happy, or honored. You might not feel like you have the capacity or vision to be the 

light for this dark world. But the funny thing about the upside-down Kingdom of God is that 

God is calling you to have those very things. And the communion of saints has gone before us, 
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leading the way. They’re with us even now, blessing us so that we might be a blessing to the 

world.  


