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Return to Regular Schedule

Regular schedule begins on Sunday, September 10

Spoken mass at  8:00 a.m.

Christ ian format ion for al l  ages at  9:15 AM

Sung mass at  10:30 AM



From the Rector: The f irst  three months
It?s been three months! It has been my privilege 

to serve as your rector for three months. When I 
f irst arrived, I promised that in my f irst three 
months I would work to get to know you, l isten to 
you, and begin taking action to strengthen our 
ministry and building a good foundation for our 
time together. 

Before I even arrived, the vestry had identif ied 
f ive priorit ies for us to guide our work. These f ive 
priorit ies were outlined in my letter of agreement: 

1. Adequate funding for church operations
2. More activit ies that draw young families 
3. Adequate children?s programming 
4. Better communication from St. Thomas to 

the congregation 
5. High quality music program 

The priorit ies come from the Holy Conversations 
you all held in preparation for calling a rector. I 
want to say just a bit about where I see these 
priorit ies coming from and what they mean to me. I 
understand that before I arrived, St. Thomas went 
through a dif f icult and anxious time when f inances 
were such that you weren?t certain bil ls or salaries 
could be paid. Fortunately, Fr. Bob set about putting 
in place systems and tools that make our f inancial 
foundation much more stable. I see our work as 
mostly continuing this work so that we never again 
have to worry that we won?t meet our obligations. 
Furthermore, I see it as our work to build a solid 
enough f inancial foundation so that we have the 
confidence to imagine and dream a future where 
vision drives our spending and not unpaid bil ls or 
painful program choices. 

The second and third priorit ies are related in 
many ways. Most people have told me they want St. 
Thomas to grow. It feels good to see children and 
youth in church; it makes us believe we will 
continue and thrive. More than that, I can?t walk half  
a block from the church without running into 
families ? kids on skateboards, moms with strollers, 
dads pushing kids on swings. Every church needs to 
pay attention to where it is located and what the 
people there need. It will take some time to 
reconnect with our neighborhood, but any 

reconnection will mean paying attention to the 
needs of young families ? and not just those who 
live south of Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. Of course, 
this priority does not mean that we should just care 
about young families. We need to ensure that every 
single person who walks through our door is 
welcomed into our community. Each one is a 
blessing. 

Communication is vital for a community to have 
trust and to work well together. I have already seen 
how poor communication leads to frustration. 
Besides the weekly e-newsletter and Bold Living, 
we will work to make sure minutes from meetings 
are posted and publicized. Vestry decisions and 
priorit ies will be shared regularly with the parish. 

And f inally, a high quality music program is a part 
of our history and will be part of our future. 
Figuring out what that means in a parish the size of 
St. Thomas with the resources we have will take 
some time and conversation. Music is a part of how 
we pray and no matter the size of the budget or the 
congregation we will strive to have excellent music. 

I had hoped to present the congregation with a 
document that elaborates on each of these 
priorit ies with action steps. That is work we 
undertook at our vestry retreat in July and 
continued at our August meeting. However, we are 
not ready to share it and will need the September 
meeting to complete it. I look forward to beginning 
the work of making these priorit ies a reality for St. 
Thomas.

Thank you for your welcome to both me and 
Andrew. And thank you for your contribution to the 
ministries of this sacred place. The Holy Spirit is at 
work here. I can feel it and I hope you can too. 

Peace, 

Justi+ 



Dear Friends, 

I believe suicide can be prevented, and it starts with everyday heroes like us. 

That's why I am joining the community of 250k people walking in hundreds of cit ies across the country to 
f ight suicide in an Out of the Darkness Walk on September 23, 2017. You can walk too; just check out the link 
at the bottom of the article! 

My personal fundraising goal is $500.00. I would appreciate any support that you give me for this worthwhile 
cause. 

Your tax-deductible contribution will support the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention (AFSP), the 
leader in the f ight against suicide. AFSP funds research, offers educational programs, advocates for public 
policy, and provides support to those affected by suicide. Donating online is safe and easy! To make an online 
donation click the link 
https:/ / afsp.donordrive.com/ index.cfm?fuseaction=donordrive.participant&participantID=1255004 and then 
click the "Donate" button on my fundraising page. If  you would rather donate by check please make the check 
payable to AFSP and mail it with an off l ine donation form provided by me to AFSP, 120 Wall Street, 29th FL, NY, 
NY 10005. 

Thank you in advance St. Thomas for considering supporting me in the walk this Fall. If  you have any 
questions about the Out of the Darkness Community Walks or AFSP do not hesitate to contact me or visit 
www.outofthedarkness.org 

Sincerely, 

Jon Moore Stafford 

Suicide Prevent ion

https://afsp.donordrive.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=donordrive.participant&participantID=1255004
http://www.outofthedarkness.org/


By Mike Earnest  

Dear Friends, 

I have been struggling since the last presidential 
election, trying to decide how to live in and respond 
to the divisive rhetoric, the polarized society and the 
threats of violence in my beloved country. Do I 
protest and march? Do I return the anger and 
demeaning speech I hear? Who can I turn to for 
guidance? What should I do? 

Then I read On Tyranny ? Twenty Lessons from the 
Twentieth Century by Timothy Snyder. Init ially I was 
stunned by his assertion that we now are seeing 
signs of polit ical and social change which mirror the 
meteoric rise of Nazi power in 1930?s Germany. No, I 
said to myself , we cannot be in such a dangerous 
time in our country! Surely our democratic 
institutions will protect us? 

But the appearance of armed quasi-military Nazi 
sympathizers in Charlottesville and the permissive, 
almost admiring response of our president, followed 
by his full-throated rally in Arizona, including angry 
condemnation of the press and of his detractors, to 
hundreds of cheering supporters, have created in me 
an intense sense of alarm. On Tyranny now seems to 
me a keenly perceptive warning to all of us in the 
twenty-f irst century United States. 

Timothy Snyder is the Levin Professor of History at 
Yale University whose main study has been the rise 
and fall of Nazi, fascist and communist regimes in 
twentieth century Europe. In the prologue to his 
book he writes ?The European history of the 
twentieth century shows that societies can break, 
democracies can fall, ethics can collapse and 
ordinary men can f ind themselves standing over 
death pits with guns in their hands.? And then, 
?Americans today are no wiser than the Europeans 
who saw democracy yield to fascism, Nazism, or 
communism in the twentieth century.? 

He proceeds to list and amplify twenty ?lessons?, 
pithy historical points from twentieth century 
Europe, each lesson followed by his 
recommendation for what we, as concerned cit izens, 

can do. He 
discusses such 
topics as 
?Defend 
Institutions? 
(eg the free 
press, our 
courts), ?Be 
wary of 
paramilitaries? 
(read the letter 
from the 
President of a 
synagogue in 
Charlottesville 
at 
http:/ / bit.ly/2eZrvrR), ?Beware the one-party state? 
and ?Learn from [cit izens] in other countries?. He 
continues, for me more personally, ?Believe in truth? 
(ie moral truths and not slogans and myths), ?Make 
eye contact and small talk? (see below), ?Contribute 
to good causes? (eg organizations that strive for a 
civil society and the rule of law), ?Stand out? (Speak 
up) and ?Be as courageous as you can? (eg Rosa 
Parks in Montgomery) . 

You may rightly say I am just an old guy who is 
unhappy with the polit ical winds of change. I am an 
old guy and I am unhappy. I remember vividly the 
violent racism and segregation in the South of the 
1940?s. I remember vividly the stories and news 
reels of the horrors of Nazi Germany and World War 
II. Through the years I have also read many 
wrenching accounts of those events. So I am 
sensitive to those truths. I also am deeply committed 
to living the message of my Judeo-Christian 
heritage. I believe the purpose and the mysterious 
core of our universe are a creative love that 
demands justice and freedom for all people and 
peace in our world. (BTW - I f ind that St. Thomas is a 
wonderful place to experience and practice that 
truth.) 

continued next page

On Tyranny ? Twenty Lessons f rom the Twent ieth Century 

A Book for our Time? 

http://bit.ly/2eZrvrR


continued from previous page

So today I start my campaign to push back against 
the dangerous, dark forces that frighten me. I began 
this morning with ?Make eye contact and small talk? 
when going thru the check-out at our local King 
Soopers. The clerk and I had a very warm and 
meaningful talk in the course of packing the bags and 
loading my grocery cart. I was intentionally trying to 
create conversation and community with her. It felt 
good to me and she seemed genuinely responsive. 

My next step - This afternoon, I am writ ing you this 
letter, to speak up. Small steps, but I think in the right 
direction toward a more civil, just and peaceful 
community. There is lots more for me to do, but I am 
on my way. At least that?s my plan. What is yours? 
You might want to start by reading On Tyranny. 

Peace, 

Mike 

By Linda Alston 

Susan Burton?s unforgettable journey of recovery, 
restoration and redemption is told in her beautiful, 
moving book, ?Becoming Ms. Burton:  From Prison to 
Recovery to Leading the Fight  for Incarcerated 
Women.?  It is a crit ical, must-read for those who 
champion justice and second chances 
everywhere.  This book clearly il lustrates that when 
you take a stand for something you believe in, 
providence aligns with you to reach your goal, 
especially when that goal involves helping others. 
This present day Harriet Tubman will inspire you to, 
?Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.? It will 
quicken you to GO! 

Rev. Justi and a group of us at St. Thomas are 
reading, ?Becoming Ms. Burton.? We will host a 
discussion of the book: 

Date:  Wednesday, September 13, 2017 

Time:  7:00 PM -  9:00 PM 

Place: St. Thomas Episcopal Church (2201 Dexter 
St. Denver, 80207) 

You are cordially invited to read the book and join 
us in a powerful discussion. This might be the f irst of 
an ongoing social justice book discussion. Let Rev. 
Justi know if  you are interested in taking part. 

The 2016 documentary ?13th? provides great 
context for the book; in this thought-provoking f ilm, 
scholars, activists and polit icians analyze the 
criminalization of African Americans and the U.S. 
prison boom. ?13th? is available on Netf lix; the 
trailer can be seen at 
https:/ / youtu.be/V66F3WU2CKk. 

Social  Just ice Book Discussion: ?Becoming Ms. Burton? 

https://www.netflix.com/title/80091741
http://www.apple.com
https://youtu.be/V66F3WU2CKk


Update on our refugee family
By Elsie Galbreath Haley 

Imagine that you are a young woman growing up in 
Farah, a town in Farah Province, in the far west of 
Afghanistan, close to Iran. You have a large family, 
including a mother and f ive sisters who have always 
been  your support. You marry in your late teens and 
by the time you are in your mid-twenties, you have 
three children, two boys and a girl. Your husband has 
been an interpreter for soldiers in the American army, 
a dangerous choice in this Taliban-friendly area. You 
wait for two years and f inally you are cleared to come 
to the United States as a permanent resident. This 
promises more safety for your family, but it means 
leaving your home, your extended family, and 
everything that is familiar to you. 

When you arrive in the United States in August 
2016, you are pregnant with your fourth child. You 
and your family must navigate more complex 
government bureaucracies than most Americans will 
have to deal with in a lifetime. You don?t know the 
language. You are Muslim and you wear a scarf; the 
following summer, children with a dog will harass you 
and other Muslim women and children in a park close 
to your apartment. And the US government expects 
you to be self-suff icient and repay your airfare to the 
US within six months. 

These are the things I have tried to keep in mind as I 
have worked with Farashta since last November. My 
task is to help her learn English, and having been 
designated a ?cultural mentor? by the Lutheran 
Family Services, I understand that part of my 
responsibil ity is to help her understand this strange 
new culture where she and her family must f ind a 
place. In the process, I sometimes think I have learned 
more than Farashta has. She is l iterate in three 
languages? Pashto, Dari, and Farsi. It is a marvel to 
watch her write notes to herself  as we study English 
together. Her orientation for writ ing to reading is 
right to left, and her script is beautiful but totally 
unlike our alphabet. When she speaks in Farsi, she is 
animated and confident. But learning English is hard. 
(Even English speakers and teachers can attest to 
that!) 

The kind of English I am teaching Farashta is often 
referred to as ?survival English?? teaching her what 
she needs to know to function in her own life. I am 

sometimes reminded of the kind of language I have 
struggled to learn when I travel to places where 
English is not spoken? and I also of my own 
spectacular failures. Farashta came with some 
skills? she knows and can write the English alphabet, 
though slowly and with some dif f iculty. But that gives 
her an advantage over many refugees, a large number 
of whom are not l iterate in their own language. So I 
have set about working on things that seemed basic 
to me? numbers, tell ing time, learning months of the 
year and days of the week, learning to deal with a 
calendar. Numbers were easy, but tell ing time was 
not, and I soon realized that my obsession with hours, 
minutes, being on time was not something Farashta 
shared. We will come back to that one day. In the 
meantime, she has learned to write her address and 
phone number, she knows her children?s birthdates, 
and she has memorized greetings and other useful 
sentences and phrases, which she uses with pride. 

What Farashta is interested in is learning English 
names of things she deals with daily? items in her 
apartment, parts of the body, feelings, for example. 
Some of our most interesting interactions have come 
when she lets me know what words she wants to 
know. At the end of one lesson, she got her make up 
bag and we named everything in it? a bit of a stretch 
for a teacher who doesn?t wear much makeup. And 
then, to the delight of her two ?year-old daughter, 
Nawisa, she painted my f ingernails? silver with an 
overcoat of glitter. 

The last two lessons have been especially exciting. 
Farashta has been able to communicate beyond the 
sentences we have been studying. She does this with 
great dif f iculty sometimes, but she is determined and 
excited about this new phase. It?s a real breakthrough 
for her. 

I recently retired from a long teaching career, but I 
have never learned more from a student than I have 
from Farashta. She is intell igent, funny, and curious. 
She calls me ?Teacher?, and it is clear that in Afghan 
culture, this is a term of respect. She is faced with the 
dif f icult task of raising four children, ages 7 months 
to 6 years, in a new country, and supporting her 
husband, who is working long and ever-changing 
hours at jobs that don?t reward him very well. She 

continued next page



A legacy is the most personal of gif ts that we 
bequeath to those coming after us. No doubt, each 
of us will leave a legacy: how that legacy looks is 
closely tied to the paths traveled and choices made 
during our lifetime. The values and parts of our l ife 
that we cherish are preserved and transmitted to 
others through our legacy. 

We now have an opportunity to leave another 
kind of legacy: not only the imprint from our daily 
and weekly worship and service at St. Thomas, but 
also to forge a connection with future parishioners. 

St. Thomas is meeting the call to init iate a Legacy 
Society to build an Endowment that will be used to 
support the future life of the church. Through God?s 
grace and your generosity, St. Thomas will be well 
equipped for the future of this faith community. 

Also, St. Thomas benefits from a Legacy Society in 
other ways. It provides a way to acknowledge and 
thank donors during their l ifetime for making a 
bequest to the church. More so, the Society serves 
to enable members and friends to witness to the 
value of St. Thomas in their l ives. 

Please consider to give a legacy gif t today.  The 
enrollment form can be found using this link. 
Please complete and send the enrollment form to 
The St. Thomas Legacy Committee to the address at 
bottom of form.    

 -Mable Jenkins

Legacy Societ y

continued from previous page

makes  Afghan food, including wonderful bread; 
serves her guests tea (She prefers the word ?chai?.), 
sweets and nuts; takes her children to the park. She 
has friends among the Afghan women in her 
apartment complex, which helps to make up for her 
own sisters, whom she misses very much. 

I f ind this teaching assignment enormously 
challenging, but with tremendous rewards. I am 
humbled by the trust that Farashta and Abdul have 
shown by letting me come to their home every week. 
They have made it clear that they consider me a 
friend, and the feeling is mutual. 

A postscript: I recently saw the photographic 
exhibit ?Common Ground? at the Denver Art Museum, 
and I highly recommend it to you. The photographer, 
Faizal Sheikh, is American and has spent years in 
refugee camps and among those marginalized by 
displacement, domestic violence and other 
catastrophic change. It is a powerful exhibit, and I 
can?t imagine anyone coming away from it without a 
better understanding of what so many must 
endure? and how resilient human beings in extremis 
can be. 

 

https://mike-orr-p2cs.squarespace.com/s/Legacy_Enrollment_StThomas_20160309-r1-2.pdf
https://mike-orr-p2cs.squarespace.com/s/Legacy_Enrollment_StThomas_20160309-r1-2.pdf


EVENTS AND MEETINGS IN SEPTEMBER
3 ? Greater Park Hill Food Pantry Sunday 

4 ? Off ice Closed for Labor Day

9 ? Men?s Group Breakfast at the Bogey?s on the Park at 
8:00 am 

10 ? Kick-Off Sunday ? Fall Schedule Begins: Spoken 
Mass at 8:00 am, Christian Education Open House at 
9:15 am, and Sung Mass at 10:30 am 

10 ? St. Thomas Concert Series: Spiritual Voices at 4:00 
pm 

13 ? Social Justice Book Discussion at 7:00 pm 

16 ? St. Thomas Auction Tour 9:00 am-1:00 pm 

18 ? Vestry Meeting at 6:30 pm 

23 ? Bold Living Deadline for October issue 

Weekly: 

Morning Eucharist ? Tuesdays at 9:15 am 

Theology Class ? Tuesdays at 10:00 am 

A.A. ? Tuesdays at 6:00 pm 

St. Thomas Choir Practice ? Tuesdays at 7:00 pm 

Morning Prayer ? Wednesdays at 7:00 am 

One World Singers Practice ? Thursdays at 7:00 pm 

Al Anon ? Fridays at noon 

Sunday Service ? 9:00 am on September 3 

Sunday Services ? 8:00 am Spoken Mass & 10:30 am 
Sung Mass begins on September 10 

Sept ember  
Bir t hdays  

1 ? Rafael Atayde-Pena 

2 ? Elsie Haley; Shariana Spears 

3 ? Jackie Humphrey; Peg Oldham; 
Betsy Will its 

8 ? Evie Dennis; Lauren Hopkins 

10 ? Roy Smith 

11 ? James Clark; Barbara Hopkins 

15 ? Rosamond Hopkins 

17 ? Karl Reuter 

22 ? MacKenzie Jones 

25 ? Jenifer Brandeberry; Monie 
Olson; Joyce Paul 

26 ? Jack Chamberlain 

28 ? Christine Nelson 

     anniver sar ies
4 ? David & Van Noy Harris 

6 ? John & Cherie Clark 

12 ? Karl & Pearl Reuter 

13 ? Dominic DelPapa & Jenifer 
Brandeberry 

22 ? Richard & Penny Hayes 

29 ? Mark & Judy Swinnerton 



Join the Choir ? The St. Thomas Choir practices 
weekly on Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. All are welcome and 
encouraged to join. Please contact LaDamion Massey 
for further information.

Food Ingathering for Greater Park Hil l  Community 
Food Pantry ? Sunday, September 3 ? Our monthly 
ingathering of food on the f irst Sunday of the month 
benefits the Greater Park Hill Community Food 
Pantry. The Servants for Justice Committee prepares 
sacks with lists of the most needed items. The sacks 
are available at the back of the church.  If  you would 
like to take a sack, f il l it with one or many items, and 
return it on the f irst Sunday of the month, you will be 
helping to feed hungry neighbors. 

The Parish Of f ice wil l  be closed for Labor Day on 
Monday, September 4. 

Men?s Group Breakfast  ? This month?s meeting of the 
St. Thomas Men?s Group will be on Saturday, 
September 9 at 8:00 am at Bogie?s on the Park (City 
Park Golf Course), 2500 York St., Denver. 

Fal l  Kickof f  ? We will return to two services on 
Sunday, September 10 with Spoken Mass at 8:00 a.m. 
and Sung Mass at 10:30 a.m.  Join us for our Christian 
Education Open House from 9:15-10:15 a.m. 

St. Thomas Concert  Series: Bennie L. Wil l iams 
Spiritual  Voices ? On Sunday, September 10 at 4:00 
pm, our series of short, hour-long concerts on 
Sunday afternoons will feature Bennie L. Will iams 
Spiritual Voices. The concert is free and open to the 
public; a free-will offering will be collected.      

Social  Just ice Book Discussion: ?Becoming Ms. 
Burton? ? Wednesday, September 13 f rom 
7:00-9:00 p.m. Susan Burton?s unforgettable journey 
of recovery, restoration and redemption is told in her 
beautiful, moving book, ?Becoming Ms. Burton:  From 
Prison to Recovery to Leading the Fight for 
Incarcerated Women.? It is a crit ical, must-read for 
those who champion justice and second chances 
everywhere. This present day Harriet Tubman will 
inspire you to, ?Go in peace to love and serve the 
Lord.? Rev. Justi  and a group of us at St. Thomas are 
reading Becoming Ms. Burton.? We will host a 
discussion of the book at St. Thomas on Wednesday, 

September 13 from 7:00-9:00 p.m. You are cordially 
invited to read the book and join us in a powerful 
discussion. This might be the f irst of an ongoing 
social justice book discussion. Let Rev. Justi know if  
you are interested in taking part. The 2016 
documentary ?13th? provides great context for the 
book; in this thought-provoking f ilm, scholars, 
activists and polit icians analyze the criminalization 
of African Americans and the U.S. prison boom. 
?13th? is available on Netf lix; the trailer can be seen 
at https:/ / youtu.be/V66F3WU2CKk. 

Bold Living Deadl ine ? The deadline for the October 
newsletter is Saturday, September 23. Please send 
articles and announcements to 
off ice@saintthomasdenver.org. 

Altar Flowers ? A donation of altar f lowers is a great 
way to remember loved ones, anniversaries, 
birthdays, and those who have gone on to sainthood 
before us. To donate f lowers, please sign up on the 
poster in the Great Hall. You may bring in your own 
f lowers or the off ice will order them with your 
$50.00 donation. 

St. Thomas Cof fee Hour ? Please join us for 
refreshments and fellowship in the Great Hall after 
each service. We gladly welcome any contributions 
(store bought or home-made) or cash donations to 
help cover the cost. A coffee hour sign-up sheet is in 
the Great Hall. Please sign up! 

Stay in the Loop ? To sign up for St. Thomas 
electronic communications (weekly e-blasts and 
monthly Bold Living newsletter), f il l out a visitor card 
including your email address? and be sure to check 
?Please add me to your mailing list.? Or contact 
Maria in the parish off ice at 303-388-4395 or 
off ice@saintthomasdenver.org.  

Send Us Your Snapshots! We?d love to see the 
photos you?ve taken at St. Thomas events? and 
might even like to share them on our Facebook page. 
Please send photographs to 
off ice@saintthomasdenver.org. 

Fol low St . Thomas on Facebook ? Find us at ?St. 
Thomas Episcopal Church?; l ike our posts to increase 
the number of them that appear in your news feed. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

https://youtu.be/V66F3WU2CKk
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